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CHAP. A. 


; On the | Natare ud: and Defe fon 17 the 1 


ee — ; 


E read in Migſts's " Account! of be 
W Creation, that God created Man in . 3 
orten Image, Gen. i. 27. by which we are to 
underſtand, that our firſt Parents, Adam and 
Exe, were created holy and upright, with a 
perfect Knowledge of their Duty, and a Power, 
through the Divine Bleſſing, to perform it. In 
this Condition they were placed in Paradiſe, 


Enjoyment of Comfort, Peace, and 1 A 
2 neſs; with a Promiſe of immortal Life, if © 
7 they ſhould love, honour, and obey. their great 
I -Creator; bur with an expreſs Threatening! * 
3 Death and Mitery, in Caſe of their” Dilobe- | 
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"2 tit for their Uſe, wherewith God had bleed. -*.*, 1 
5 12 them, one Tree only was reſerved, whereo 1 5 
258 they were forbidden to eat, as a Teſt or Trial = 
Fa Z of. ee Wn As this fab Bows 1 3:68 


in a State of Trial, and; no Doubt, in the fall 7 1 6 
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„ e (e dvced by the Devil in i the Form 
of a Serpent) taſted, and then gave thereof to 
her Huſband, and be did eat, Thus did they + 
both wilfully tranſgteſs a plain and poſitive 
_ Command of their Maker; and by ſo doing 
they incurred his moſt Juſt Diſpleaſure, for- 


feited all Title to his future Favour, and ſub- 


jected themſelves to that Sentence of Death, 


and all its dreadful Conſequences, with which 
| they had been threatened. Thus Sin entered 
ino the World, and Death by Sin. Hence hu- 
man Nature became polluted and depraved ; 
and from: this Fall of our firſt Parents we may 
date all that Wickedneſs and Corruption, which 
wie read, and hear of, and ſee, in the World, 
and which we cannot but feel and lament in 
dourſelves. Accordingly we are told that Adam 
 begat a Sen in his own Likeneſs, after his Image, 


Gen. v. 3. that is, with the ſame corrupt ſinful 


Nature as his own was now become; and in 
| his Image, as being directly oppoſite and con- 


trary to the [mage of God, wherein he was at 


© _ firſt created. 


How wretched and deplorable a State was 


Man now reduced to! To live only to fin, 
and ſuffer the juſt Reward of Sin, Death and 
8 Miſery. Dreadful indeed! had not our gra- 

- .cious and merciful God provided a Remedy; 

and, in Pity to loſt Mankind, appointed the 

* Seed of the, Woman to bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 
Under this. Figure was our blefled Redeemer 
rum the 5 


Ge og of, God, the. Lav. 1 


34 — 
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N e of the World p] pines t ſs 4 | 
and his Poſterity, to be offered in due Time 
as a Sacrifice and Propitiation for the Sitis of} 
the whole World. By virtue of which Sacri- - 
ice all Men, from the Beginning to the End 
of all Things, are entitled to Pardon, and aſ- 


ſured of eternal Happineſs in the Life to come, : | 


on Condition of their Repentance, Faith, and 
Obedience As in Adam all die, even fo i in Cirift | 
hall all be made alive. 1 Cor. xv. 22. 

- Now in order to imprint in the Minds of | 

our firſt Parents, and of their Poſterity after 

them, a derp Senſe of their own Unworthi- 


_ neſs, and of God's great Goodneſs, and to 


| keep vp a lively Faith in the promiſed Re- 
dieemer; Sacrifices were appointed, and con- 
-_  tinuved ever after until the Coming of Chriſt, 
2s a principal Part of religious Worſhip, By. 
 thele every faithful Servant of God was in- 


ſtructed in the heinous Nature of Sin, and the 


Neceſſity of an Atonement for it: "which 
Atonement was to be made, not by any Vir- 


tue or Efficacy in the Sacrifices themſelves, 


but only by that all-ſufficient Sacrifice f 

Chriſt upon the Croſs, which theſe were de- 
ſigned to foreſhew and repreſent, "For the 
{ame Reaſon, ſince the Coming of our blefſed 


Saviour, we Chriſtians are commanded to 
keep up a conſtant and grateful Remembrance 


of what he has done and ſuffered for vs, in the 


holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. The 
ö end which we n is to remind us of u 
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1 Wridg b Mb broken, or crucified; hs us; 4 
and the Wine poured out is to repreſent to us 
his moſf precious Blood, which was ſhed for 
our Redemption, and to make an Atonement 
for our Sins. And this is undoubtedly the 


original, and one principal, Deſign of the holy 


Sacrament ; z Viz. to be a ſtanding Memorial 


and Repreſentation of our Lord's Death and 


Sufferings, unto the End of the World. For, 
as St. Paul ſays, as often as ye cat this Bread, 


nd drink this Cup, ye do: ſhew the Lord's Death, 


Fill be come: that is, till his een Coming to 
Judg ment. | 5 
But adh, it may, and ougin to, be conſi- 
dered as a Sign or Token of preſent Graces ; * 
that is, of the gracious Influences. of the Holy 
_ Spirit, which our Saviour has promiſed to all 
ſuch as ſhall ſeek for them by fervent P rayer, 
and the diligent Uſe of this Sacrament. Of 


ourſelves we are utterly unable to pleaſe God. 


In our Fleſp, the Scripture tells us, dweileth ng 
good Thing ; that is, in our natural fallen State 
We have no Power to do what is good, or 


avoid what is evil; but are dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins: yer the ſame Scripture aſſures us, 


that we can do all T bings through Chrift, that 


| ftrengtheneth us; that is, we can do all T hings 


5 to our ee Re the N of the 
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Bread | is the great Strengthener of our t Bois, 
and Pupport of our animal Life; ſo does the 
divine Spirit ſtrengthen and animate our Souls, 

and maintain us in our Spiritual Life. As 

Wine is the ſovereign Cordial that revives our 

' Spirits, and invigorates our Bodies; ſo does 

the Grace of God comfort and” refreſh our 

Souls, and keep us from fainting in our ſpiri: 

tual Warfare againſt the World, the Fleſh, and 

the Devil. - 

Nor is the e to he on only 
as a Sign or Memorial of the Death and Sa- 

crifice of Chriſt, and of the Benefits procured 

"08 thereby, but alſo as a Means or Inſtrument. ' 

of conveying thoſe Benefits to every faithful 

and worthy Receiver: (of which I gh treat 
more fully in the third Chapter)... | 

Moreover, it may be looked upon as a 

"Pledge, or Earneſt, of our future Glory and 

5 Happ ineſs; of which indeed we have num- 
. berteſs Promiſes, throughout the Goſpel, fromm Þ}| 

Him who bad the J/ ords of eternal Life, and 

whoſe Word is Truth, And that theſe Pro- 

miſes might make the deeper Impreſſion on 
us, and be ever freſh in our Minds, he has in- 

ſtituted the holy Sacrament as a Pledge to. aß 5 

ſure us of his Performance of them in due Sea- © 

ſon, if we faint not. Thus does our bleſſed 

. Maſter, by theſe viſible Signs and Tokens, 
graciouſſy vouchſafe to quicken our Hopes, 0 

and animate our Faith, till the one ſhall be 

8 2 in "Viſton, and the other ſwallowed 1 in 1 5 | 


1 * * „„ 
e ent. For when that which is perfil it & 
” * come, then that which is in Part. ſhall. be done 
| -. away. Then ſhall the Means of Grace ceaſe, 25 
5 oe the End ſhall be obtained, and the Hope 
- of Glory vaniſh, when that Glory itſelf ſhall be 
revealed and imparted to us: when we ſhall 
enter on our eternal Inheritance of ſuch Bleſ- 
l fings as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
Dialb it entered into the Heart of Man to conceive, 
'#0hich God bath prepared for them that love bim. 


2 Cor. 9... 
From the View we have now taken of we” - 
| ſl dileſſed Sacrament, we are naturally led to con- 
1 . ſider it as a Confirmation of the new Cove- 


3 + nant, whereof Chriſt is the Mediator; being 
* "Purchaſed and procured for us by his Death | 
and Sufferings. So our Lord himſelf tells us: 
is Cup, ſays He, is the New Teſtament, (or 
1 Covenant, as it ſhould. more properly be ren- 
dered) in my Blood, which is ſhed for yo. Luke 
1 Z XXII. 20. In this Covenant God is graciouſly 
_ ' pleaſed to promiſe us Pardon of our paſt Sins, 
preſent Grace, and future Happinefs, on Con- 
dition of our hearty Repentance, and ſincere. 
Faith, and Obedience. Into this Covenant we 
were firſt admitted at our Baptiſm, which is 
Called by St. Peter (in reſpect to our Part of 
the Engagement) the Anfwer of a good Conſci- 
"ence towards God: wherein we were made 
3 £3 © Children of Chriſt, Heirs of God, and Inheritors 
en of Heaven. Now all theſe -4 8 
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us in the 8 Schaben of Baptiſin, are confirmed |. 
to us in that of the Lord's Supper on Gods 
Part; at the ſame Time that we renew our Il 
Promiſe to fulfil the Conditions RET of us 


On our 8 


Laſtly, this holy Sack is to be eh. F 


dered as a Sign of our Communion and Fel- 


low ſhip one with another. For, ſays St. Paul, 
we being. many are one Bread and one Body ; for 


we are all Partakers of that one Bread. 1 Cor. 
X. 17. As all Chriſtians, high and low, rich. 


and poor, make up one Body, of which our of 


Saviour Chriſt is the Head, and one F amily, 


of which he i is the Maſter; {fs are we all com- 


manded to eat at one Table, of one Bread, 


and to drink of one Cup, as a Sign of that. 
mutual Love and Charity, which ought ever 
to ſubſiſt among us, and without which he 
will never own us ky his Members or Ser- 1 


Vants. 3 8 
To ſum up what had bern id i in few Words 


_ his holy Sacrament, (which is indeed the 


great Token and Badge of our Chriſtian Pro- 
_tefſion) was inſtituted to repreſent, and put us 


in continual Remembrance of, the all-ſufficient 
Sacrifice of Chriſt upon the Croſs; . which is 
the Foundation of all our Hopes of Pardon 
and Happineſs. It was deſigned to ſignify to 
us the Efficacy and Neceſſity of the holy Spi- 
rit of God, to aſſiſt us in our Duty, and en- 
able us to work out our Salvation, It was . 
| das Cappotnced as ee Means . s Df 4 
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5 Fg theſe Benefits to us; and as a Pledge to 5 


-=J 
2. aſſure us of our future Glory, and eternal Life. 


Laſtly; in this ſacred Ordinance we renew the 
Covenant entered into at our Baptiſm, and 
certify our Love and Charity towards « One an- 
other | 


CHAP. II. 


% 


. 01 the Weceſ ity of our receiving the Sacrament i f 


or der 40 our r Salvation. 5 


HIS bo IN Rin Ane or Mz. 
1 Luke xxii. 19. Theſe Words of our 
"biefſea Saviour (ſpoken when he firſt inſtitu- 
ted the Sacrament, and was going to die for 
our Sins) do certainly ſhew the Neceſſity of 
our receiving it, better than all other Argu- 
ments whatſoever. For here is a plain and 
poſitive Command of Him, who has an un- 
doubted Right to command us; of our great 
Mater and Redeemer, our Lok and our Gop. 
And that it was intended to be of perpetual 
Force and Obligation to the End of the 
World, appears very plainly from what fol- 
lows in St. Paul's Account of the Inſtitution 
bene he received by immediate Revelation 
from Chriſt himſelf) where he ſays; After the 
aue Manner alſo be took the Cup, when be ba 
Hap ſaying, This Cup is the New Teftament in 
158 Blecd: 7 this a des as oft as ye drink it, in 
N „ as Remembrance 


Our Obedience muſt be general; to 


Rioinbroves of 1 me : Fe as often as he eat this 
Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 
. Death, till be come. 1 Cor. xi. 25, 26. Theſe 
Words alſo plainly ſhew, that the holy Sacra- 


ment was to be received. often : and fo the 
Diſciples and firſt Chriſtians certainly under- 


ſtood them, as they made it a conſtant Part of 


their religious Worſhip. Accordingly we read 


in the Acts of the Apoſtles, Ch. il. 42. that 


They continued fedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Dottrine + 


and Fellowſoip, and in BREAKING of BrEaD 


(that is, receiving the Sacrament) and in 


5 te Indced, in thoſe early Ages a Man 


ould have been looked upon as no 5 Chriſtian, 


hl refuſed to join in the holy Communion. 
And let us remember, my dear Brethren, that 


the very ſame Obligation lies vpon us as did 
upon them. We have all one Saviour, Jeſus 


Chpriſt; the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
But let me aſk—can we hope to be ſaved by 
him, while we live in wilful and open Diſobe- 

dience to one of his Commands? — Can we 

expect to partake of the Benefit of his Sacri- 


fice, while we refuſe to remember it in the 
Manner he himſelf has appointed Let us 
not deceive ourſelves: If we will enter into 
Life, we muſt keep the Commandments.— 

a che 
Precepts of the Goſpel, without Exception. 


M poſcever, ſays St. James, ſhall keep the bole ED 
Lato, and yet offend in one Point, is guilty of all. 
Now ri has ordained. two Sacraments in 

ö A — 


I 


Gy 


1 & rs. 7 8 
3 bas Church, 1 ſtrictly nnn us to ols- ; 
ſerve them, as Means of Grace, and Condi- 
- tions. of our Salvation. Theſe are Baptiſm, 
and the Lord's Supper. They are therefore 
| neceſlary, on two Accounts; as Means of 
Grace; that is, of procuring and applying to 
us the Benefits of our Saviour's Death, and 
the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit; and likewiſe 
| as being his expreſs and poſitive Commands, 
1 Tou all Foblarve one of theſe Sacraments, Bap- 
| 
| 

| 


tiſm 3. and fo far you do well, you think it ne- 

| ceflary ; and donbtlefs it is ſo.— Why then 

will you not obſerve the other, which is equally 
commanded, and therefore equally neceſſary ?— 
Beſides; conſider the great Difference between : 

| the Caſe of a Child unbaprized, and that of a 
= grown Perſon who never receives the holy 

= Communion.—lIt is not the Fault of the Child, 
but his Misforture, that he is not admitted into 
YZ  _. the Chriftian Covenant. He has no actual Sin 
d anſwer for. — Whereas, if you neglect to 
remember your Saviour, and to confirm your 
Part in that Covenant, as He has commanded, 
= the Fault is wholly your's, you ſin wilfully ; and 

ſuſeſ zou muſt tremble, if you think of the 
Conlequence. For as our Duty in this Caſe. is 

Plain and clear, if we-obſtinately perſiſt in our 

 Difobedience to our gracious Redeemer, we: 
© intallibly ſorfeit his Favour; 7 do in Effect re- 
= Hounce our Chriſtianity, denying... the. Lord that 


| i beught us; and ſhall find, I fear, when it is too 
1 1 chat to 1 CHRIST'15 DEAD.IN Seen | 


== 


4 


A 
4 L : ? 


ment in order to your Salvation, 1 ſhould 


EROS be, © Ea A. 
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-eular—The Benefits of .a devout Attendance 
on the holy Communion are many and va- 


to) 


Os the Benefits 3 . a pi vent. * 4. = 


ways Attendance on the Lord's re 


of the Neceſſity of rectiving the Sacra- 


think it almoſt needleſs to add any Thing to 
perſuade you to a frequent and devout At- 
tendance on it. However, ſinee our e 
in general, and every Act of it in particular, 
is a reaſonable Service, and Godlineſs is profitable 
auto all Things; it may be proper, as a further 
Motive and Encouragement, to ſhew you the 
Reaſonableneſs and Uſefulneſs of this Duty, 


by laying before you the great Benefits ari- 


ſing from a due Performance of it.— And firſt, 


we may well apply to this what the Pfalmiſt 


ſays of God's Laws in general, Pſalm xix. 11, 


chat in keeping of | them there is great Reward, 


As ſure as God is true, ſo ſurely will he re- 


ward. thoſe who obey his Commands; gene- 


rally in this Life, with that Comfort and 
Peace of Mind, which the World cannot give; 
and certainly with eternal Joy and Happineſs 
in the Life to come. But to be more parti- 


rious. The firſt and e is, its being a 
"Means o- Sone to us n ed | 


Wy AVING, 1 hope, folly. convinced you. 
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5 Adording to that memorable Saying of St. 
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Paul, 1 Core x. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing, which 


+> ie bleſs, is it not tbe Communion F the Blood of 


Cbriſt? I be Bread vbich we break, is it not the 


Communion of the Body of brit? Which 
Words are generally underſtood to ſignify, that 
by a faithful and devout Participation of the 


Bread and. Wine in the Lord's Supper, we do 
indeed partake of his moſt bleſſed Body and 
Blood, which they are deſigned to repreſent ;. 
that is, of all thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings procured 


* Body broken, and his Blood ſhed 


for our Sakes: Then (as our Church expreſſes 


it, almoſt! in the very Words of Scripture) 


te we ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and 
« drink his Blood; we dwell in Chrift, and 


- 4 an 


c Chriſt in us; we are one with Chriſt, and 
© Chriſt: with us.“ Then are our Souls fed 
and nouriſhed with their proper Food and Suſ- 
tenance; as neceſſary for them, as Bread is 
lor the Support of our Bodies. Then, being 


upited to Chriſt, our Head, we become, in 


- fome Senſe, Partdkers of a Divine Nature; re- 


ceiving from him ſuch Communications of the 


Holy Spirit, as he ſees needful for us, to help 


our Infirmities, and enable us to perform our 
Chriſtian Duty. Accordingly, the Apoſtle 
fays, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Wie have been all made to 


drink into ene Spirit plainhy alluding to our 


drinking of the Wine in the holy Sacrament. 


5 Aua, indeed, if even to e Prayer our. 


1 Saviour 


V 


Saviour has annext a | Promiſe; chat his — 
Father will give his Hely Spirit to them than ge 
. him; Luke x1. 13.; and if all public Devotions, 
being of divine Appointment, have a greater I 

Aſſurance of God's Bleſſing attending them; ü 


+how much more, in this moſt ſolemn of all re- 


member) by any inward Feelings or rapturous 


- Tranſports (as Enthuſiaſts vainly boaſt; thereby 
deceiving themſelves and others) but by the 
Effect of an holy Life, and an Improvement 
in all Chriſtian Graces and Virtues. Theſe 
are the Fruits of the Spirit; (ſee Gal. v. 22 
theſe are the only ſure Signs of our having re- 
ceived it, and being Uncle it's holy Direction: 
And theſe Fruits it will infallibly | produce in 
us, if we are conſtant, and diligent in uſing the _ 
appointed Means of obtaining them; which 


ave Prayer, and the holy Sacrament. : 


But beſides theſe ſpiritual Benefits of a . 72 Y 
quent and devout Attendance at the Lord's 


Table, there are others which flow from it in 
a natural Way ; as it tends to gaife and cheriſh 


in our Minds pious Thoughts, and devout Af- 4 ö 


fections; to inſpire us with a Love of God; to 


— 
4 


give us a juſt Hatred and Abhorrence foal 


ligious Actions, may we expect that he will 
graciouſſy vouchſafe us the bleed Influences 
ol his Holy Spirit? Not that we are to judge 

of them (1 moſt earneſtly intreat you to re- 


? 


keep us ſteafalt i in our Faith in Chriſt; and to 


; 5 Sin and Wickedneſs. The Love of God is 
the nobleſt e of our Obedience: It is 
| 2 CUES, led. 
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"rolled by our bleſſed Saviour the fr and gu . 
- Commandment. And what can be ſo natural 
and likely to raiſe this Love in us, as the Con- 
ſideration of that great and aſtoniſhing Inſtance 
of his Love to us, in ſending his only Son into 
the World, to die for our Sins, and to make 
us Heirs of eternal Life ?— Herein is Love, 
ſays St. John, not that we loved God, but that he 
3 us—And again: We love bin, becauſe be 
Arſt loved us. Now as often as we receive the 


Pledges of his Love in the holy Commu- 
nion, we have there ſet before us the ſtrongeſt 
Motives that can be to Love and Gratitude on 
dur Parts; which ſurely cannot fail to make 
ſimitable and laſting Impreſſions in the Breaſt of 
every faithful Communicant.—The frequent 
Uſe of this Ordinance muſt likewiſe naturally 
confirm and eſtabliſh us in a lively Faith in 


Chriſt, who is therein, as it were, ſet forth 

crucified before us; an humble Reliance on his 
* Merits, which we there plead to our heavenly 
Father; and a ſteady Hope of Salvation 
through him, whom we commemorate as our 
only Redeemer.— It muſt alſo give us the 
ſtrongeſt Hatred and Deteſtation of Sin, when 
wie reflect, that no leſs an Expiation than the 
Sacrifice of the Son of God was neceſſary to 
atone for the Sins of his fallen eee ' 
| ſhort, every Sentiment of Humility and De- 

votion, every Diſpoſition to Piety and Good- 


ness, is naturally excited in us by a frequent 
e on me: holy SAT raiſes - 
x. „ 


- 


; our. Thoughts 8 Earth to Heaven! and = 
by reminding us where our true Treaſure is ] 
there it cauſes our Hearts to be alſo, —Laſtly, 
it is a perpetual Source of Comfort to us un- 
der all our Miſeries and Afflictions, as it fixes 
our Minds on another and better Life, to which 
this is but a Paſſage; on that heavenly Coun- 
try to which we belong: Where God ſhall wipe 
away all Tears from our Eyes; and there ſal 
be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, nti- 
ther ſhall there be any more Pain: For the for- 
mer 7. bings ſhall be paſſed away. Rev. xxi. 4. 
Such are the Benefits ariſing from frequent 
and devout Communion ; which Benefits, 1 
beg you to obſerve, are plainly” intended for * 
us during our. Progreſs through Life, and not 
at the Hour of Death; when this ſacred Or- 
dinance can be of little or no Uſe, nor afford 
any ſolid Comfort, to thoſe who have lived in 
the conſtant Neglect of it. It is an holy and 
virtuous Life, not a Death-bed Repentance, a 
that God requires of us; and which, for the 
Sake of the Merits of Chriſt, he will reward 
with Life everlaſting. We muſt therefore Re- 
\ MEMBER OUR CREATOR IN THE Das OF OUR | 
Four, and perſevere in a ſteady and uniform 
Courſe of Obedience to Him to the End of 
our Lives, if we hope to be ſaved. And in 
order to remember and obey him as we ought, 
we muſt be conſtant and diligent in the Uſe of 
thoſe Means of Grace, which | he has mercifully 
nel. us; e in our Attendance "bs | | 
5 S N 


* 16 5 
| the Lord's Supper.—Ler us now enquire what 
© Qualifications are neceſſary on our Parts, to fit 


As for a due Performance of this Duty, and to 
=, entitle us to all theſe Advantages. 


CHAP. . 


2 he Qual ane airy to male us worthy 
EK e 
N general, hae is fit to pray, or to 
join in the common Service of the Church, 

is fit to receive the holy Sacrament. An Heart 
properly diſpoſed for Prayer is doubtleſs at the 
ſame Time properly qualified for every other 
Act of religious Worſhip : And there is no 
Qualification requiſite for the due Receiving of 
the Lord's Supper, which is not as neceffary 
for the due Performance of Prayer. Let us 
then enquire hat theſe Qualifications are 2 and 
apply them to each Duty reſpectively. We 
may reckon them up, I think, under the four 
following Heads, viz. 1ſt, An humble penitent 
Heart 24%, A firm and ſincere Reſolution of 
Amendment and Obedience gay, A ſtedfaſt 
and lively Faith in God's Mercy through 
Chriſt, with hearty Thankfulneſs for his 
Death and, 7aſtly, Love and Charity towards 
all Men; To conſider 1228855 each in their 
| Order. n 


| 


Humili 


to 


nene eth at my Nord. Iſ. Ixv1. 2. Agreeably 
CORE cs . 


1 6919 33 SP, 
Humility 1 look: upon as hi Gituhdwetks:; 
of all. Now by. Humility 1 do not mean 


what is commonly underſtood by it, as it re- 
ſpects our Behaviour towards one another 
era in that Senſe indeed it is a very im- 


portant Part of Chriſtian Duty) but by Hu- 


mility, as the Word is generally uſed in Scrip- _ 
ture, is to be underſtood that humble Diſpoſi- 
tion of the Heart towards God, that Lowli- 
neſs of Mind, that Poverty of Spirit, which 
is ſo effential to true Piety, and ſo diſtingmſh- 


ing a Mark of a good Chriſtian. It conlilts in 


2 deep Senſe of our own Unworthineſs, of our 


natural Proneneſs to Sin, and Averſion to Ho- 
lines, and of our utter Inability of ourſelves to 5 
pleaſe God. It is, in the Language of Scrip- 


ture, that broken Heart and contrite Spirit, of 
which ſo many excellent Things are ſpoken, 
and to which ſo many gracious Promiſes are 


annext, both in the Old and New Teſtament - 
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken = 


art, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contrite Spirit. 
PL. xxxiv. 18. The Sacrifices of God are a bro- 
ken Spirit; a eee and contrite Heart, O Gad, 
tou wilt not deſpiſe. Pl. Ii. 17. Again, the 
Prophet Jaiab, 8 in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, ſays; The. Lerd hath anointed ine 10 
preach good Tidings unto the Meek, he hath ſent 

ine to bind up the broken-hearted — Iſ. Ixi. 1. 

And, To this Man will I look, ſays the Lord, even 


40 him that is poor, and of a contrite Spirit, and 


oY 


405 theſe ans, our bleſſed Tas begi ifis 


his Sermon on the Mount with the ſame Doc- 


BH eee ſays he, are the Poor in Spirit, 


for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Matt. v. 3. 
And both St. James and St. Peter (referring to 


3 Paſſage in the, Proverbs, Ch. iii. 34.) aſſure 
us, that God reſiſteth the Proud, but. giveth Grace 


unto the Humble. It is this ſame Humility, 


THE and it's Oppoſite, ſpiritual Pride, which are ſo 


/ ſtrongly marked out to us in that moſt ſtriking 
and inſtructive Parable of the Phariſee and 
- Publican (Lake xviii. 10.) The former, 


' © truſting in his own Righteouſneſs, proud of his 


Attainments, and boaſting of his Merit, was 
rejected, and his Prayers refuſed Admiſſion : 
: while the bumble Publican, conſcious of his 
_ Unworthineſs, confeſſing his Sins, and relying 


N 4 wholly on God's Mercy and Goodneſs, was 
Fgraciouſiy accepted. —Nearly allied to Humi- 


ty is Penitence : Indeed they may be looked 


+ vpon as inſeparable. ” For whoever has his 


MIind err impreſſed with a Senſe of his 


Sins, will naturally be ſorry for them, and la- 
ment them before that Being, who alone can 
help him; With David he will acknowledge his 
= ee Wy if his Sin is ever before bim.— 


From what has been ſaid, and indeed from the 


whole Tenor of the Sacred Writings, it ap- 


pears how indiſpenſably neceſſary an humble 
pegnitent Heart is to make our Prayers accept- 
able to God; and it is no leſs plain, how pecu- 


1 e verdi it ls to make us fit for the holy 
VVT Communion, 


0 8 


K | 2 * | 
. Communion, which is intended to ſet before 
us, in the ſtrongeſt Light, the Wretehedneſs 
of our Condition by Nature, to remind us of 
our manifold Sins, and to convince us of the 
3- Neceſſity of a Redeemer in order to our Pare 
0' don and Salvation. © 

© 2. The ſecond neceſſary e is a 
firm and ſincere Refolution of Amendment and -- 
„Obedience: For we muſt not only ceaſe 10 do: | 5 
0 Evil, but learn to do well. This is indeed the 
natural Effect, and genuine Fruit, of godly 
Sorrow ; this is that true Repentance, of n 
the Scripture ſpeaks, not to be repented f: 
without which all Confeſſion of Sin would be 
no more than an empty Form, and all our 
Prayers a Mockery of God, and downright | 
5 | Hypocriſy —The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an 
S Þ Abomination to the Lord; but the Prayer of the 
* | Upright is bis Delight. Prov. xv. 8 3—No leſs . 
neceſſary is the ſame Reſolution of Amendment 


d and Obedience to make us worthy Partakers 
15 of the holy Sacrament. For in vain do we 
18 


| plead his Merits, who came to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, (that is, all Sin and 
n Wickedneſs) for the Pardon of our paſt Of- 
fences, unleſs we are fully determined to for- 
fake. them for. the future: In vain do we uſe « 
'© | thoſe Means of Grace to aſſiſt us in all Holi- 

5 neſs and godly Living, unleſs we firmly re- 
ie || folve to join our own hearty Endeavours for 
the ſame Purpoſe, and Sy to "Oo" out our 85 WT 
own Salvation. . 5 5 
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3. But ſince our beſt Actions: are daes 
and of themſelves: can never entitle us to the 
divine Favour; ſince in many Things we offend 

all, and ſhall continue to be more or leſs Sin- 

= ners, fo long as we live in this frail State; there 
is another moſt neceſſary Qualification to ren- 
der our Prayers, as well as our Communion, 
acceptable to God; which is a ſtedfaſt and 
EE I y. Faith in his Mercy through Chriſt. — 
Without Faith, ſays the Apoſtle. ro the He- 

Lees it is impoſſible to pleaſe him: For he that 
. cometh to Gad muft believe that he i is, and that he 


is @ Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek bim. 


Ho Heb. 1. 6. And St. James, ſpeaking of 
"Me rayer, lays Let: him aß in Faith,” nothing 


5 e Ja. i. 6.7 But Faith in God's erer 


in genera! is not nt It muſt be Faith in 


dis Mercy through Chriſt, that will make the. 
Woarſhip of Chriſtians acceptable; for in bin 
bie bas reconciled the World unto himſelf, and 
through him alone we have Peace with Cod.— He 
is our Sacrifice, our Mediator and Advocate; 
the Foundation of our Faith, our Hope, and 
Conficlence. I am, ſays our bleſſed Lord, he 
Map, the Truth, and the Life: No Man comethb 
. as Father but by me. John xiv. 6. Iam the | 


Door : by me if any. Man enter in, be ſhall be 


„ Hue. John x. 9. This Faith therefore is the. 
very Eſſence of Chriſtianity; and is -neceſlary 
to make our Prayers acceptable, as they muſt 


be offered up in the Name, and through the 


Mediation, of Chriſt; and to make us 3 TS 
* ; Fartakers : 


wo 


1 


7 Ef 


9 55 10 7 3, 

| Pint der of "We holy Sacrament, pet WEL we. 

f profeſs to rely wholly on God's Mercy through 
our ſaid. gracious, Redeemer. . To this Faith + 
hearty Thankfulneſs muſt be. added. Indeed 
if our F aith be fincere, it will naturally 2) 

company it. For ſurely whoeyer ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieves in this aſtoniſhing Inſtance / of God's 
Love, ſhewn us in our Redemption, cannot 
but feel and expreſs the warmeſt Sentiments of 
Gratitude and Adoration. , | 1 

Thankſgiving is a very material 4 princi- 
pal Part of Chriſtian Devotion at all Times, 
and in all Places; but more particularly ſo, 
when we are commemorating the Mercies of 
God in the Holy. Sacrament. For which. 
Reaſon this Office is very properly and em- L 
| - phatically ſtyled by ancient Writers, the Eu- 
| -barift; which ſignifies the giving of Thanks; 

as our Church calls it, Qur.. Sacrifice 752 

5 Praiſe and T hankſgiving. And certainly 
to join in it without a thankful Heart, can be 
no better than a Mocking of God, and an In- 5 
ſult on our bleſſed Redecmer. 

44. The fourth and laſ e am o 
conſider, is that of Love and Charity 6 
all Mankind; a moſt extenſive and neceſſary 
Duty, to which we are particularly bound * 
our holy Religion, and without which we are 

I dold chat all our other Doings will be nothing 

worth. The Love of God and of our- Neigh- r 

I bour are indeed the Sum and Subſtance of all 

9 Religion; 3 on the 90% two Commandments, lays our 

ES, . | "Saviour, 
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Matt. xxii. 40. And to pretend to one with- on 
out the other, is vain and hypocritical; for G 
tte Scripture tells us; F any Man ſay, Ilove MI 77 
Sold, and bateth bis Brother, he i is a Lyar. 1 John m 
| iy. 20. The Nature of this Love, and the Ne 
Particular Duties flowing from it, and com- H 
Prehended under it, together with our Obliga- B. 
- tions to the Practice of them, are plainly and 2 
clearly ſet forth to us throughout the whole 4 
New Teſtament. Our Bleſſed Lord makes i it | © 
tte diſtingviſhing Mark of a true Chriſtian: 5 
By this, ſays he, ſhall all Men know that ye are * 
= Diſciple if ye- have Love one to another. Jotn © we 
xiii. 35. And one grand Branch of it, the . 
© Forgiveneſs of our Enemies, he has particu- JW ” 
_ larly inſiſted on; in that excellent Prayer he xy 
haas taught us, wherein he has made it the ex- iq 
preſs Condition of our aſking and obtaining . 2 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins at the Hand of God. 7 
oo  —Yf, ſays he, ye forgive Men their T. refpaſſes, 8 
our heavenly N will alſo forgive you: But | 
FF if ye forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will © | 8 
* . e, forgive your n Matt. vi. 
13 To the fame Purpoſe is the Parable in 


= off Ne meriie Servant, delivered in the 18th 
Chapter of St. Matthew. In ſhort, 6 M 
can be more clear and evident than the Ne- 
CeGſſity of univerſal Love and Goodwill, to 
make our Prayers and Devotions in en 
| acceptable to Almighty God. And as his 
= +. te to nec in «ending his Son ir into the World” 
= p to. 


© 3 > 2 08. 


2 


2 5 


d 0 die for: our Sins, is urged as the grand Mo- LY 
tive to us to love one another, ( "Beloved, if 1 0 


Cod ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love one ano- 
ther 1 John iv. 11.) ſurely when we comme 
morate that Love in the Holy Communion, We 


are more particularly bound to bring with us 
Hearts full of Love and Goodwill towards our | 
Brethren. © 


© As to the Neceſlity of Recoticiliaci6n with 
our Enemies; before we join in this ſacred Or- 
dinance, let us remember our Saviour's Ad- 
monition in his Sermon on the Mount. Malt. 
v. 23, 24. F thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, 
and there remembereſt that Fg Brother hath ought 


againſt thee ; leave there thy Gift before the Mar, 


Ad go thy May; firſt be reconciled to thy Brother, 
and then come and offer thy Gift, It may in- 
deed ſo happen, that all Men are not actually 


at Peace with us; we may have Enemies un- 


willing to be reconciled. But if that is owing 


ed their own Obſtinacy and Peryerſeneſs, and 


not to any Backwardneſs on our Part, it ſhould 
not give us any Diſturbance, or hinder us from 


communicating. We are only to anſwer for 
| ourſelves... If then we are hearty and ſincere 
| in our Love and Goodwill to all Men, for- 
| giving. our Enemies, and doing them good, 
| when fit Opportunities offer; if we make 

| Amends and Reſtitution, to the utmoſt of our 

| Power, to all ' thoſe whom we have injured DF. 
| offended; in ſhort, if we love, not in Word 
only, but i in * 20 in T ruth ; then are we 
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=. A er proper 1 qualified to ke af the 
= Pledges o of God's Love in- the Holy Sacra- 


Lou ſee now what are the Qualifications 


abſolutely neceſſary to make our religious Du- 
ties of every Kind acceptable at the Throne of 
Grace. Let us therefore frequently ſearch and 
try our Hearts, in order to know if we are poſ- 
ſeſſed of them. Self- Examination is by no 


Means ſo. laborious and difficult a Taſk as 
ſome may imagine: And the oftener we per- 


form it, the er it will be. It is uſeful and 


proper at all Times; but more particularly ſo, 


before we go to our public Devotions, or to 


the Sacrament.— Let 2 Man examine himfelf, 


ſays St. Paul, and ſo be bim eat of that Bread, 


and. drink of that Cup. 1 Cor. xi. 28. And the 
fame Rule may very properly be applied to 


public Worſhip in general; to which no one 

ſhould go careleſs or unprepared. . Let us then 
examine our Conſciences honeſtly: and fairly, 
in regard to the Qualifications above-mention- 


ed; and we can never be at a Loſs to know, 


whether we are fit to pray, or fit to commu- 
nicate. In this Preparation, you ſee, there is 


nothing tedious, or difficult, or puzzling, 'or 


| terrifying: It is, in ſhort,” no other than that 
ol an honeſt humble Heart; a Diſpoſition to 


believe, and live like a Chriſtian. 


As to ſuch pious Perſons, as have * 


ſpare Time on their Hands, and chuſe to 


| ſpend a ge Portion of it in — Medita- 


1 SEE > | | tion 
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ment, 


expedient, it is by no Means neceſſary in 
neral. The Scripture does not enjoin it. ec 


among you, as are in Buſineſs or Service, and 


. 
me then earneſtly adviſe and entreat ſuch 
J 


| Holy Sacrament, Diligence and Induſtry in 
our reſpective Callings, ſo far from being an 


both for praying and communicating as we 


well employed, and keeps us out of man 
Temptations, to which the Idle are ex; ged. 
And be affured, that the longeſt formal Pre- 
paritions will avail nothing, in the midſt of an 
uſeleſs and miſpent Life. For to be truly de- 
your and religious, is not to be fo by Fits and 
Starts, and on particular ſolemn Occaſions; 


z Word, whoever is humble and penitent, and 
endeavours to do his Duty to the beſt of his 
Power, truſting in God's Mercy through 
Chriſt, and living i in perfect Love and Charity 


IJhrictian, is at all Times prepared for every 
weh Part of Chriſtian Worſhip ; ; is always: fit to 


to pray, and fit to receive the Sacrament. On 


dita- te other Fand, a wicked impenitent Perſon 
tion 5 . B Wo is 


| 15 27 7 3 
tion ane Prayer, before they go to the © Shan 1 
50d forbid that I ſhould diſcourage 

| them from fo uſeful an Employment. But 
; though it may be uſeful, and in ſome Caſa Urs 


have not much Time at Command, never to 
make that an Excuſe for not coming to the £ 


Hindrance, is of itſelf an excellent Preparative 


ought ; as it is a main Part of our Duty, to be 


but regularly, conſtantly, and uniformly. In 


with all Men; chat is, Whoever is a ſincere 


e 
* 11 


A 


4% 


| 13 equally unfit for both: His Prayers will "a 
afl Abomination unto the Lord, and by going 


to the Holy Communion he will only add Sin 


to Sin. Unleſs he repent, his Caſe is truly 
5 deſperate; he is neither fit to 4 nor r fit to 
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it may be obje 
attended with great Danger; becauſe St. Paul 


| die. bs 


c H A 15 6 
olan confi dered and anfwered. 


- W. 0 Objections, hen urged. againk 
going to the Lord's Supper, are in Fact 


| anſwered already.— The one is, that it is not a 
neceſſary Duty—The other, that it is a Work 
of great Difficulty, and requires more 'Time 
to prepare for it properly than moſt Perſons 
Can beſtow. Now I have ſhewn you from 
_ Scripture, that it is abſolutely neceſſary, being 
an exprefs Command of our bleſſed Saviour to 


all Chriſtians without Exception, I hope, too, 


I have convinced you, that the Examination, 
or Preparation, required before-hand, is by 
IN He Means a Work of much Time or Difficul- 


So theſe Objections vaniſh of courſe. But. 
fied: further, that it is a Duty 


 fays, He that eateth and G unworthily, 


| 9 70 celeb and. arinketh Damnation 4% himſelf, not 


% 8 


: diſcerning 
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72 hag the Lord's Body. 1 Cor. xi. 29. Nay 
efore I explain this Paſſage, let me only beg 
your Attention to a plain Queſtion or two, 
Do you think that God Almighty would give- - 
you any Command, which it would be dan- 
gerous for you to obey ? Do you imagine he 
would lay Snares or Stumbling- blocks in your 
Way? or that he would enjoin a Duty as ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, and make your Perfofoy. | 
ance of that Duty expoſe you to Damnation? 
I appeal to yourſelves, if this be not too ſhock- 
ing, and even blaſphemous, to ſuppoſe. God 
forbid we ſhould entertain ſuch a Thought of 
our merciful and gracious Creator! But let 
us proceed to examine the Paſſage in St. Paul; 
and the Objection, I am perſuaded, will be 
eaſily removed. The Caſe of the Corinthians, 
to whom he was writing, was very particular, 
and quite different from any that can happen | 
in our religious Aſſemblies. It was uſual in 
thoſe Times to have what they called their- 
Feaſts of Charity accompany the Celebration 
of the Lord's Supper: Of which Feaſts all 
Chriſtians, of every Rank and Condition, were. 
to partake. witheut Diſtinction; only Wwitk 
ſtrict Temperance and Moderation. Now the 5 
Corinthians had grofly abuſed this pious and 
benevolent Inſtitution ; firſt, by ſhutting! out 
the Poor (for whoſe Benefit it was principally 
deſigned) and then by eating and drinking to 
Exceſs: ſo that they were ouilty of two great 
Crimes; want of Charity, and Intemperance; 
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And to 3 their Guilt, ny n of 
the Holy Communion in a moſt riotous and 


diforderly Manner, without. conſidering the 
Nature and Importance of the Buſineſs they 
were engaged in, or indeed without diſtin- 
guiſhing i it from a common Feaſt. This was 


ſuch a ſhocking Abuſe and Profanation of this 
moſt facred Ordinance of Religion, as muſt 


ſurely make every ſerious Chriſtian tremble to 
think of: This was, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, not 


Aiſeerning the Lord's Body. And as all Sin 
| ſubjects Men to the Wrath and Puniſhment of 
| God, ſo they who were guilty of this might 
properly be faid to eat and drink their own 

Damnation. But it ſhould be obſerved, that 
EW the Word, which we tranſlate Damnation, ſig- 
” Hifies in the Original, Judgment, or temporal 
- Cangennaticn ; as appears from what the Apoſ- 
| tle adds in the very next Verſe ; For this Cauſe 
many are weak and ſickly among you, aud many 

Jeep; that is, many among you have been 


puniſhed by various Diſeaſes, and many by 


Th Death: (for t that 1 1s here meant by fleeping ). 


1 hope now you are fully ſatisfied, that there 


„ is no Danger of our receiying the Sacrament 
unworthily, in the ſame Manner that the Co- 


rinthians did. But, you may aſk, may we not 
10 receive it unworthily, in ſome other Senſe? 
ndoubted ly we may; and take Notice 


alſo, that in like Manner we may pray unwor- 
| thily. Whoever does either careleſsly, incon- 
= iderately, or irreverently, does it unworthily. 


Much 
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Moch more, whoever lives unworthily af bs 
holy Profeſſion, in the habitual Practice of any 
Sin, or the Neglect of any Duty, if he pre- 
ſume to enter the Houſe of God, or approach 
his Altar, does in the higheſt Senſe pray, or 

communicate, unworthily; and will thereby 
moſt aſſuredly increaſe his Condemnation. Let 

ſuch therefore keep away both from Church 
and the Sacrament, till they have humbled _ 
themſelves, with hearty Sorrow, for their Sins; 
and by unfeigned Repentance and Reforma- 
tion made themſelves meet to join in the Con- 
gregation of the Faithful. 

But let not the honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian 
be afraid, where no Fear is. Let him not re- 
frain from doing his Duty at God's holy Ta- 

ble, becauſe he 1s fearful he ſhall not do it fo 
well as he ought, Let him remember, that the 
beſt of our Services are imperſect. Let him 
but do it as well as he can; and reſt aſſured 
that God's Goodneſs, and our Savicur's Merits, 
will ſupply what is wanting on his Part. Truſt- 
ing in theſe, let him go boldly to the Throne 


= of Grace; and he will not fail-to be graciouſly 
It received. 

2 ee wwe are not. worthy of 
It the leaſt of God's Mercies, much leſs of the 
? great Bleſſings tendered to us in the Holy Sa- 
e crament. We are not worthy of the Air we 
- | breathe, or of the Food we eat. But are we 
3 therefore to refuſe to live, or refuſe to eat? Or 
y. | arts accept of God's Bounty and es + 
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Et becauſe we are undeſerving of: clad; If. this 


15 evidently abſurd in all other Caſes, Why is 
it not e ſo in regard to our. receiving the 
Sacrament ?—— Beſides, the very Nature: of this 
Duty implies our Unworthineſs; and an hum- 
ble Senſe of our Unworthineſs is a main Quali- 
fication for performing it as we ought. Had 
Mankind continued holy and innocent, there 


had been no Need of any Redemption, no 


Sacrifice on the Croſs, no Sacrament: It w 


for Sinners that Chriſt died, and inflituted M24 


Remembrance of his Death and Paſſion. Un- 
worthy of this amazing Goodneſs we certainly 
are, even the very beſt of us: but that is no 
Reaſon we ſhould not moſt humbly and thanlr- 


fully accept it, when offered to us. On the 


contrary, HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE, Ir WE NEG= 


LECT so GREAT SALVATION ? if we neglect to 


uſe thoſe Means, which God has appointed for 
our Improvement in all virtuous and godly 
Living. 


I proceed now to 9 Gon ethos Ob- 


jections, which are indeed very weak and fri- 
volous, and yet, I am afraid, keep many Per- 


ſons away ſrom the Holy Communion. The 


Firſt J ſhall mention relates to the lower Set of 
People, who ſeem to have a very miſtaken 


Notion, that it is a Duty which belongs only 
to the Wite and Learned, the Rich and Great, 


and which the Poor have no concern in; nay 


that it would be a Kind of Preſumption in 


them to Join | in it. But, ſurely, nothing can 
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"be more fooliſh; or more directly contrary to 
Scripture and Reaſon, than this Su poſition. 
For are we not expreſsly told, that There 15 no 
Reſpect of Perſons with God? that He regurdeth 
not the Rich more than the Poor; for they all are 
the Work of his Hands? Job xxxiv. 19. Have 
we not all the ſame Creator, the fame Re- 


deemer, the ſame Sanctifier? Have we not 


been all baptized into one Faith; in the ſame 


ever bleſſed Name of the F ather! Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ? And are we not then all equally 
intitled, and equally obliged, to eat of the ſame 


Bread, and drink of the fame Cup, in the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper? Look into 
your Bibles; you will find there no Privileges 
or Benefits annexed to Riches and Grandeur: 


On the contrary, our bleſſed Saviour often 


warns us of the Panger attending them, by their 


leading us into many Temptations, which Po- 
verty is not expoſed to: And it is very re- 


markable, that in his Anſwer to the Diſciples. - 
of Jahn the Baptiſt, ſpeaking of his divine Miſ- 
fion, he ſays, that the Poor have the Goſpel 


preached unto them. Neither have worldly 
Wiſdom or Learning any Promiſes made them: 
m holy Scripture. We are there told, that 
the Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and 1 
depart from Evil is Underſtanding. Job xxviii. 


28. And that to know Feſus Chriſt, and hin 


crucified, is the only ſaving and valuable Know- 
ledge. And St. Paul, writing to the Corintbi- 


au, Ah ; Fer He fee” your Calling, Brethren. 
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. Bow that. not many wiſe Men Ps the Fab, not 
mam mi ighty, not many noble, are called. 1 Cor. 
i. 26. For the Wiſdom of this World is F "ooliſhs 
neſs. with God. 1 Gor 1. 20. In ſhort, there is 
no Perſon ſo mean and low, ſo poor and igno- 
rant, but what may know, and do, all chat is 
neceſſary to his Salvation as well as the great- 
eſt, and richeſt, and wiſeſt Man living. 5 
True Religion lies in the Heart, and ſhews 
irfelf i in the Fn ruits of an holy and virtuous Life; 
not in worldly Wiſdom or Learning, much 
leſs in Pomp or Splendour. He that is poor 
in Spirit, and rich in Faith and good I orks, let 
his Condition in Life be what it will, he only 


is the good Chriſtian, and will not fail to be 


accepted of God here, and eternally rewarded 
by him hereafter. Whoever therefore is meet 
for the Kingdom of Heaven, is certainly fit to 


Join in every Act of religious Worſhip here on 


Earth: ſo that there is no more Reaſon for 
you to refrain from the Sacrament on Account 


df your Poverty, or low State of Life, than 
from Prayer, or from coming to Church To 


_ plead ſuch excuſes, is fooliſh and wicked: To 
expect to be ſaved, without uſing the Means 
of Salvation which God has appointed, is in- 


dceed the Height of Preſumption. But let your 


Condition be never ſo low, there can be no 


5 Preſumption i in your receiving the Sacrament, 


if with an honeſt and humble Hleart, and ſteady 
N Faith, ou endeavour to do your Duty in chat 
tate 05 which God has canes au. 


Another 
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Another very weak Excuſe, leaded) By 
Tore; eſpecially by young Perſons, for a Neg- 


lect of this Duty, is. that they don't care to 


be ſingular or particular, © The generality of 


People, ſay they, of our Age, and in our Con- 
dition, never go to the Sacrament; and why 
ſhould we?“ Good God! Are you then afraid- 
or aſhamed of being particular in doing your 
Duty? Or do you regard Men more than 
God? The Scripture tells us, Me muſt not ole 
how a Multitude to do Evil. Exod. xxiii. 2. 
For the fame Reaſon, we muft not follow a 
Multitude to omit doing what is good. In a 
plain Caſe, where our Buty is clear, as it is 
| here, to follow bad Examples, will be no Ex- 
cuſe for us; and if a falſe Shame makes any of 
you refrain from coming to God's Holy Table, 
let me beg of you ſeriouſly to reflect on thoſe 
awful Words of our bleſſed: Saviour, and to 
— them conſtantly in your Minds: e 

r, fays he, ſhall be aſhamed: of me and of my 
Words in this adulterous and ſinful Generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the Son. of Mon be aſhamed, when: 
be cometh in the Glory A bis. Father, with the 
boly Angels. Mark viii. 58. 

The laſt Excuſe 1 fall mention, for not 
communicating, is, that it is looked upon by 
ſome to be a Duty of ſo ſerious and ſolemn a 
Nature, as not to be conſiſtent with a lively 


Temper, and cheerful Diſpoſition. But this is. - ; 


a great Miſtake ; proceeding. from a. very 


wrong N otion of Religion in general, and of 
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this mar in PR Tg God's Commandments 
are not grievous. Whenever we addreſs our- 
Fo felves to Him, either in public or pri- 
vate, whether in the common Service: of the 
Church or in the Sacrament," we cannot be too 
ſerious and deyout: It would certainly be a 
grear Degree of Profaneneſs to be otherwiſe. 
But this is no Hindrance to our being cheerful 
and pleaſant at other Times, and on proper 


Occaſions. It is Superſtition, not Religion, that 


| ſours Men's Tempers, and diſpoſes them to be 
gloomy and melancholy. True Keligion has 


a natural Tendency to make them cheerſul 


and eaſy; happy in themſelves, and agreeable 
to all about them. Indeed there is no. ſuch 
Thing as being truly and conſtantly cheerful 
without it. Nor does it by any Means for- 
bid a moderate Indulgence in innocent Re- 


creations and Amuſements. There. is a Time 


for all Things: and the fame Perſon may be at 
one Time 3 and yet very calm and eaſy; 

and at another Time cheerful, and yet very 
innocent. Let me only intreat you to make 


the Trial, and be aſſured you will find by 


1 Experience, that the more truly religious you 
Jaare, you will be ſo much the more  comfort- 
dle and happy; and that the oftener you go 

to Church, and receive the Sacrament with 


Piety and Devotion, the more you will be 
c ifocked. to enjoy every Comfort, every inno- 
cent Pleaſure of this Life, with a rational 
5 Cheerfulaels and nk SaticfaCtion, | I con- 


"clude 
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thy 


ts all: with; the: Words NN git in Dn th 


Preacher, who, ſpeaking of Wiſdom: or Re- 
ligion, tells us; ER WAYS ARE WAYS or PLEAS | 


SANTNESS, AND ALL HER PATHS ARE BAE. 
Boreal ill. We: 1 65 Ati 5 5 EPs "DAL 2 4 
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aud particularly at the Holy Communion ; aun, 

- ſome Remarks en the nn Servi ce. 


0 NE nel Rule to be obſerved | in alk 
Affairs we are concerned i in, whether of 
a religious Nature or not, is, to mind what 
we are = about ; ; to attend cloſely. and diligently | 
to that, and that only. The Uſefulneſs. and 
. Necellity of this Rule, in the common Buſineſs 
of Life, is allowed by every one. Now as Re- 
gion is doubtleſs the moſt i important Concern 
of all Men, the Duties of it certainly demand 
our peculiar Care and Attention. Whenever 
therefore we worſhip God, either in private or 
public, we ſhould endeavour. to keep our 
Minds wholly attentive to the ſolemn Work we 
are employed in, and intirely diſengaged from 
all worldly: Thoughts whatſoever. : Particu- 
| larly, when we go to Church, we ſhould, con- 


ſider before-hand, that we are going to-enjpy © 1 


the N Honour aud ae this World 
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ein afford that of being admitted into the 
more immediate Preſence of Almighty God ; 


; into the Palace of the King of Kings, and 


Lord of Lords. We ſhould conſider too very 
ſeriouſly the End of our going thither, and the 


great Concern of our Souls in the Buſineſs we 
are there to be engagad in, that we are to 


confeſs and bewail our manifold Sins and 


Tranſgreſſions to that Being, who alone can 
help us; to implore his Pardon for what is paſt, 
and the gracious Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit 

to amend: our Lives for the future; to thank 
and praiſe him for all the Bleſſings we have 
already received, or do now enjoy, or hope 
for; and, above all, for the Redemption of the 


World by our Lord Jefus Chriſt ; humbly be- 


ſeeching him that we may receive the Benefit 


of it in an happy Immortality. Having our 


Minds duly impreſſed with theſe Reflections 
| before-hand, we muſt be careful not to let them 
_ ap, during our Stay at Church; but to keep. 


both our Eyes and Thoughts from wandering. 
and let our Behaviour throughout be ſerious, 


"EY attentive, and devout. The excellent Service 
of our Church, is moſt admirably fitted to help 
us in maintaining a Spirit of true Piety and ra- 


tional Devotion ; and the Rules it preſcribes, 


eg ied, 


1 


as to our outward Behaviour, are no leſs proper, 
. ought to be carefully obſerved; I mean, 
not only in regard to kneeling or ſtanding, as 
Ve are there directed, but alſo in another Par- 
= _ oe of no > ſmall Conſequence, and yet much. 
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5 A. tar of repeating, EVO Br g 
ral Parts of the Service aſter the Minifter, __ 
The Confeſſion and the Lord I Prayer 4 i 
whole Congregation is to join in; as in the 
Litany and ſome other Parts they are to take 
their Share, as directed; yet not ſo loudly. as 
to diſturb and confound one another, but 655 5 
the Exhortation \ cnn 3 with? an © ' humble, = 
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up ay $5 ; _ he ROM ſhould attend to 
them ſilently, making them their own by ſay- 
ing an hearty Amen (which ſignifies fo be it) 
at the End of each. This 1s much more de- 
cent and proper, than a Cuſtom ſome Perſons 
have of repeating every Prayer after the Mini: 
ſter: for you may pray very fervently and de- i 
voutly with your Hearts, without opening your 
Lips; nay, I am. perſuaded, much more ſo, 
if you do but keep your Attention fixed to what 
you are about. The common Service being 
ended, next follows the Sermon; which you 
ſhould carefully attend to, as being an Expla- 
nation of the Word of God, and intended to 
inſtruct y ou both in Matters of Faith and Prac- 
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: | rice. Iſtcad therefore of criticizing and mak 
a ing your Remarks upon the Preacher (as the 
: | Manner of too many is) you ſhould endeavour 
; to profit and. i improve by his Diſcourſe; as you 
. 


W may, if it is VR: your own Fault. 
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2 And 6 now to come to the lat 121 halts ma- 
88 - wid Part of all, the Communion Service; 


than which nothing ſurely was ever better cal 


culated for the Purpoſe of true Devotion; be- 


ing wonderfully expreſſive of all that Humility, 


Ry Peniterice, Faith, Gratitude, and Charity, 
which fhould fill the Breaſt of every devout 


Communicant. Be careful then to come to it 


+ with ſuch good Diſpoſitions, praying earneſtly 


to Almighty God to keep them freſh in your 


Minds; and by his Grace, and your own ſtrict 
Attention to the Office of the Church, you will 
not fail to perform this Duty acceptably to 
him, and to your own great Benefit and Com- 


fort. If you join heartily and fincerely in the 


common Service, you will find this an excel- 
lent Help towards keeping your Minds pro- 
perly difpoſed for that of the Communion. In 


both you ſhould avoid all Coldneſs and Indif- 
ference on the one Hand; and on the other, 


you ſhould not aim at any violent Emotions, 
or rapturous Heights of Devotion; but rather 
' endeavour to preſerve an even regular Piety; 

and if you are ſincere and attentive, ſome 


Warmth and Earneftneſs will naturally follow. 
The main Point 1 is, to be deeply affected with 
a Senſe of your own Unworthinefs, and of 
God's great Goodneſs in appointing, and our 


bleſſed Redeemer's Mercy in giving himſelf, a 
Sacrifice for our Sins. Theſe and ſuch-like 


Meditations ſhould be more or lefs our daily 
Employment but parycularly wee we are 


about 
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| Sour to 8 of the Memorials of our Re- 
demption at God's holy Table.—The Service 


of our Church (that Part of it, I mean, in 


which the Communicants alone are 1 
begins with the Offertory, or a Collection fo 


the Poor, in Imitation of a very ancient and 


laudable Practice; Almſgiving being a very 


proper attendant on Prayer in general, and 
more eſpecially on this ſolemn Ordinance. Se- 
veral Sentences of Scripture are now read, to . 
excite us to this Branch of Chriſtian Charity, 
which'we ſhould feriouſſy attend to; giving 
according to our Abilities, and always remem- 
bering what the Word of God aſſures us of, 
that He that giveth unto the Poor, lendeth unto 7he 5 
Lord, and what me bar bags out, 10 0 1 1 5455 . 
bim again : 
Me are in -the next Place called upon to ex 
ereile another Part of Chriſtian Love or Chaz 
rity, in praying for the whole State of Chriſt's 
Church militant here on Earth. The Word 
militant, ſignifies being in Warfare; and is ap- 
plied to the preſent State of the Church in this 


Life, on | Account of it's being expoſed t 
many Dangers and Difficulties, and having 


many Enemies and Temptations to ſtrive and 
contend with; which thoſe good Chriſtians who 
ſhall have overcome; having fought the good 
Fight, ſhall become Metnhors' of the Church 
. e in Heaven. | 
In this excellent and borpretengh Prayer, | 
we firſt veg Gods gracious Acceptatice of our 
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Ak EY of our Prayers in FROM? parti» 
Cularly of thoſe we are no going to offer u 

to him. We then pray for the whole Charth 
of Chriſt; that all Members of it may live in 
true F ach, and conſtant Obedience to their 
_ great Maſter; and in Unity and godly Love 
one with another. In the next Place, accord - 
ing to the Scripture-rule, we pray for all 
Chriſtian Kings, Princes, and Governors; eſ- 
* 7 our own mall gracious 8 


* 


>. 2 1 4 


e ) ay: Troy 3 Ke. Then 
8 Petition for the Clergy, © that they 
may both by their Life and Doctrine,“ an- 
ſwer * great End of their Appointment: and 
laſtly, So the People in general, and for thoſe 
now aflembled in moo! that God would 


ww vx - + 


beſtow on us the greateſt of all Bleſſings here 


on Earth, his ſpiritual Grace, to Prepare and 
qualify us for his Kingdom in Heaven. We 


then recommend to his Pity and Mercy all 
that are in Want or Afffiction; thanking him 
for having releaſcd ſuch of his faithful Servants 


as are departed from the Miſeries of this Life, 


and beſeeching him to enable us to follow their | 


Example, that ſo. we may be for ever happy 


with them in the Life to come, — Before 1 


proceed, permit me to make one Remark on 
this Prayer, which may be applied to our 
Rr in general, and particularly to thoſe of 

Church 5 when! 1 N wall give! it Tm: 
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in the Words of the admirable Biſhop Fayher 1 

«* Let every Man ſtudy his Prayers, and read 
« his Duty in his Petitions.” Prayer is un- 
doubtedly a Duty in itſelf, without conſider- 
ing it in Reference to any other: but it is alſo 
highly uſeful, as it tends to keep up in ur 
Minds a juſt Senſe of our Duty in general 
both to God and Man; and it muſt be our 
conſtant Endeavour, if we would have our 
Prayers heard, to regulate our Behaviour ac- 

cording to what we pray for. To inſtance in 
the Prayer now before us; we, pray that all 
Chriſtians. may live in 
de Love.“ Now if at the ſam Time we live 
in Enmity, Strife, Variance, 
other uncharitable Diſpoſition, is not this pre- 
varicating with God? Is it not downright 

Hypocriſy ? Do we not ſtand ſelf- condemned? 


Unity and godly 


.evenge, or any 


How Ae then ſhould we be, that our 3 
and Lives correſpond with our Petitions, an 


that we be ſhining Examples of that Unity and 
godly Love, which we pray may prevail uni- 
verſally 80 likewiſe when we pray for our 
gracious King, and all that are in Authority, 
under him, how ſhould this inſpire us with the 
warmeſt Sentiments of Duty and Loyalty to 


him, and of Obedience to our Governors in 
general; and make us deteſt and abhor, not 


only the heinous Sin of Rebellion, but every 
ſt of Faction or Diſaffection, which tends 


to the Confuſion of all Order and Decency, 


and the Smear of our * Profeſſion? Our 
. | bleſſed 5 


8 
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= -blelted 840 00 wy 10 Apoſtles, boch by their 
Precepts and Examples, enjoined the ftricteſt 
Obedience to the higher Powers, even when 
| _ they were Heathens and Perſecutors of the 
IF Chriſtian Faith ; and ſhall not we pay the ſame 
Obedience to our Rulers, who are the Guar- 
1 j dians and Defenders of it? If we believe the 
5 Scriptures, nothing is more clear than that we 
cannot be good Chriſtians, if we are not good 
3 . 1515 

dit £0) return from His Di Aber 
1 the Prayer for the Church militant, follows an 
Exhortation (the third in our Prayer-books) 
full of excellent Inſtruction, which demands 
'- our moſt ſerious Attention, It is deſigned to 
mme us the great Benefits of receiving the Sa- 
Ferment worthily, and wherein ſuch a worthy 
| Receiving conſiſts ; and alſo the Danger of re- 
ceiving it unworthily, and the ſure Way to 


SO. 


avoid it. All this has been ſo fully explained 

to you in the foregoing Chapters, that I need 
an, 1: preſume, ſay any Thing more on the 
Subject in this Place, You have been told 

2 hs Qualifications are neceſſary to make you 

' worthy Communicants ; if you come with theſe, 


you cannot fail to reap all the Benefits, and 


_. eſcape the Danger, here mentioned. Be not 
therefore terrified or alarmed at hearing this 
Exhortation; but proceed, as it goes on to di- 
teect you, © to give moſt humble and hearty 
e Thanks to Gcd, the Father, the Son, and 
hb wy" PO” Gholt, tor their amazing Love 
1 ee 


. 
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yotion, to your Creator, your Redeemer, and 


CY 


6 to Mankind in the do: of the 
« World by our Saviour Chriſt, both God 
« and Man.” - Lift up your Hearts, with the 
warmeſt Gratitude, f moſt affectionate De- 


Sanctifier; by whom you have been faved 
from Death and Miſery, and made capable 


of eternal Life and Happineſs. And, in par- 
ticular, thank your gracious Redeemer. for his 
infinite Condeſcenſion and Love in taking our 
Nature upon him, and ſubmitting to a cruel. 
and ignominious Death for our Sakes; and. 


alſo for a further Inſtance of - his Kindnek, in 
appointing theſe Memorials of his Death and 
Sufferings, and Pledges of his Love, © to our 


« great and endleſs Comfort. Tou muſt: | 


likewiſe ſteadfaſtly reſolve 5 promile . to ſub- 
e mit yourſelves wholly to his holy Will and 
« Pleaſure, ſtudying to ſerve him in true Ho- 
« lineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of your 


"2h Life.“ And to ſhew that we join heartily, 
in theſe Reſolutions and Thankſgivings, we are; 
directed to ſay, Amen, at the End of this Ex- 

hortatiou.— Then follows a ſhorter one, reck- 
- oning up in few Words, the Qualifications re- 
quiſi ite for a worthy Communicant, and di- 

recting us to join humbly and devoutly in that 


excellent Confeſſion, which comes next to be 


conſi red, and itt we are to ape after 

| the \ linifter. e 1 5 Fj 
As an humble penitent „ deeply 5 - 

ae with 2 Senſe 5 of our Unworthineſs, ad; 
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8 | Sorrow 
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Eo FIRE for our + Sins, is the firſt Thing nebd- 
 ' fol to make our Devotions acceptable to our 
'  effended God; ſo they ſhould always begin 
with an Expreſſion of that Humility and 'Sor- 
row in an humble Confeſſion. 


EE This therefore 
F i very properly made the firſt Part of the 


common Service of our Church, and is fo ma- 
terial an one, that we ſhould always take Care 
The 5 | 


to come in Time to join in it. 
munion- Service being diſtinct from the reſt 


_ and requiring the deepeſt Humility, and moſs 


2 unfeigned Repentance, in all that attend it, 
we are here with the greateſt Reafon called 


upon to renew our Confeſſion, and bewail our 


5 Sins again, in that moſt admirable Form now 
bef6fe us; which is ſo plain, fo full; ſo expreſ- 


© Give; that 1 think. you cannot fail to underſtand. 


it. Let me only adviſe you to make it the 
frequent Subject of your Meditations, by read- 


ing it often over, and confidering every. Part 


of it carefully in private; and then you will 


be the more ready to uſe it properly and 10 


youtly in public. When the Miniſter begin 


de ſure yu attend with more than 60 
Devotion, repeating ever 
* | ſlowly and diltintly. Conſider yourſelf as a 


4 grievous Sinner, unworthy of the leaft of God's 
| Mercies, and yet going 
greateſt. Conſider who it is you have offen- 


died; © the Maker of all Things, and Judge 
Mas of all Men;” that Almighty Being, who. 


| _ 7 We Sly Creatures with inſtant 
5 6 25 5 N 


Word after him | 


to, partake of the 


4 tes we juſty deferver. But conſider 1 kim 3 
too as the God of Mercy, as well as Juſtice; 
I che Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who i 
| of his infinite Goodneſs has ſent his 801 to die 
I for our Sins, and reconcile us to his offendel 
| Majeſty. Reflect then on the heinous Nature 
of Sin in general, and on your own Sins in 
particular, which you from Time to Time 
<-moſt grievouſly have committed.” Think 
what baſe Ingratitude you have been guilty 
| of to your heavenly Father, your greateſt 
Friend and Benefactor; and what a Return 
you have made for all his Mercy and Good- 
neſs. Think in what a variety of Ways you 
have offended him, © by Thought, Word, and _ 
“ Deed, provoking moſt juſtly his Wrath and 
cc Indignation againſt you.” And if you are 
conſcious of any particular Sins you have more 
than uſual offended in, bewail theſe with par- 
ticular Earneſtneſs and Sorrow. In the Words 
of the Confeſſion (which furely are but too ap- 1 
plicable to the very belt of us) we muſt © ear= 
„ neſtly repent, and be heartily forry for 
<«_ theſe, and all, our Miſdoings ; the Remem- 
« branice of them mult he grievous unto us, 
ce. and the Burthen of them intolerable.” 
Thus ſelf⸗ convicted of our Guilt, obnoxious 
to the Wrath and Puniſhment of that God 
who is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, 
and utterly unable of ourſelves to do any Thing 
N his * or avert 1 J | 
| ve 
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. can 8 . e upon his Mercy, 
| however undeſerving—* Have Mercy upon 
8; bave Mercy upon us, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther!“ But how ſhall. we dare to expect, 

or even aſk for, that Mercy, to which we can 
have no Title of ourſelves, after our repeated 


Tranſgreſſions? Through Chriſt we may ſtill 


expect and ſue for it, LP if it be not our own 
Fault, ſhall, moſt certainly obtain it. Let us 

_ - therefore devoutly go on, in full Aſſurance of 
Faith; For thy; Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 

5 Sake, foroive us all that is paſt.— But as it is 
in vain to > lament; or aſk Forgiveneſs: of, our 
paaſt Sins, without reſolving to avoid them for- 
the future; and as the beſt Reſolutions and 
1 © Endeavours of us frail Mortals would be weak 
E:.  : 2hd- ineffectual without the gracious Aſſiſtance 
ef God's Holy Spirit; we in the laſt Place 


G Grant that we may ever hereafter ſerve and 
0 * pleaſe. thee in. Newneſs of Life, to, the Ho- 


; 7 ce ſus- Chriſt our Lotd, Amen.” 62 X41} q 
Now follows the Abſolution; 7 Delivery 


5 of which is a peculiar. Part of the Prieſt's Of- 
fice, to be pronounced by him alone, ſtand- 


ing, the People ſtil kneeling. It is here in a 

ſomewhat different Form from that uſed in the 
Common Service; but the Deſign is the ſame 
Me in both; to wit, to aſſure: us of God's Pardon, 
5 on Condition of our true Faith and ſincere Re- 

ance. . 0 e n gear a mans" of: 

| 8 


ne rern rn ha. 
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> humbly implore. this in the following Words; 


< nour and Glory of thy Name, ANON * 


22 


* 49 1 85 
e Wia as I can. The Word | Ui 
ſignifies properly a ſetting looſe, or Beliver- 1 
Ane; and is here to be underſtood in the fame © 
Senſe as Pardon, or the delivering of us from 
the Bondage, the Guilt, and Puniſhrnent of 
Sin. We are all by Nature vile Sinners, and 
dy our actual Tranſgreſſions Rebels againſt the 
6 great King and Lord of the Univerſe, and ut- 
cerly unworthy of his Mercy and F orgivenels; 
which however. he has graciouſly promiſed us, 
for the Sake of his dear Son, on Condition of 
eur Faith and Repentance. No- this par- 
don, or Act of Grace, is proclaimed, and de- 
livered to us by the Prieſt, as God's Herald | 
or Miniſter, agreeably to the Commiſſion given 
F by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and thence derived 
"to the Chriſtian Prieſthood in all future Ages; 
and we are to conſider it as coming from God 
himſelf, who alone can forgive Sins. The 
Prieſt has no ſuck Power; neither indeed can 
he apply God's Pardon, abſolutely or diſcre- 
gonally, to any particular Perfon, or Perſons; _ 
becauſe he cannot ſee into the Heart, nor con- : 
| ſequently know who is qualified to receive it, 
and who not. It is ſufficient for us, and ould. 
afford us the greateſt Comfort, to be aſſured - 
that God, to whom all Hearts are open, Will 
| undoubtedly confirm and ratify this Pardon to 
; all ſuch as he ſees fit for it; that is, to all ſin- 
4 dere Penitents and true Believers: The Ab- : 
7 | folvtion now before us is in the Form of a 
; yy addreſſed to 4 1 WY the Prieſt W 
11 n 


e 183 
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1 on our Behalf; and is cer vet arent 
=. from other Prayers, which are the joint Peti- 
” . tions of the Miniſter and Congregation :. ſo 
that for us to join in this, or repeat it after 
him, would be highly abſurd. We are indeed 
Fo the Perſons intereſted. in it, and ſhould attend 
do it moſt ſeriouſly and devoutly; declaring 
* our Aﬀent by an hearty Amen | which is as 
x much as to ſay; Vouchſafe, O merciful God, 
i to hear the Prayer of thy Miniſter, now of- 
* fered up for us thy unworthy Servants, who 
have confeſſed our Sins unto thee; and grant, 
« upon our true Repentance, that this Pardon 
de may remain with us now and for evermore, 
for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 1 
_ do not mean that we are to repeat theſe Words 
per the Abſolution (Which the Time would 
| pot permit) but only that when we ſay Amen 
_ after it, which we ought. to do moſt heartily, 
we ſhould lift up our Souls to God in ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe Words expreſs.— The Prieſt, 
. be thus prayed for our Pardon, and as it 
were proclaimed. it to us from the Throne of 
Grace, proceeds to give us {till ſtronger Al- 
Iurances of 1 it in the Words of Truth itſelf; 
= reading four Sentences of Scripture, which con- 
| tain the very Charter of our Salvation, © Hear, 
be what comfortable Words our Sa- 
E viour Chriſt ſaich unto all that truly turn to 
. 3 him; Come unto me, all that travel, and are 
3 & heavy. laden, and I will refreſb 70 Mat. xi. 
3 e of HO indeed 1 which e 
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"ING to the: afflicted: Soul, Weed under 9 
the Burthen of its Sins. Let us then, with 
Hearts full of Joy and Gratitude, accept this _ 1 


gracious Invitation of our bleſſed Redeemer, 


Whoſe Yoke is eaſy and whoſe Burthen is lights 
Let us go unto him in full Aſſurance of Faith, 
truſting to his Merits for the Pardon of our 


paſt Sins, and reſolving to forſake them, and 


to live henceforth as becomes the Redeemed Wu 
of the Lord.—Again: S God loved ib 
* Wurld, that he gave his only begotten Som te 


>. 4 End that all that believe in him ſhould not 
© periſh, but have everlaſting Life.” John. iii. 


18 Amazing Love! to reſcue us from eter- Mi 
nal Miſery, and raiſe- us to everlaſting Life ä 
Us, who were guilty Sinners and Enemies to I 
God, unworthy of the leaſt of his favourss | 
Behold! God manifeſt in the Fleſh !' behold bf 
him dying on the Croſs, to fave us from Ruin, ö 


and make us for ever happy with himſelf 
in Heaven! His Words are true; his Pro- 


miſes are ſure : Let us believe, _ and be 5 1 


thankful. Es . 
Next . Aa Paſlipe dom St. Pub 


00 This is a true Saying, aud worthy of all Men 
10 he received, that Cbriſt Jeſus came into the |} 
* World #0 ſave Sinners.” 1 Tim. i. 15. Let 
us all, with the firmeſt Faith and moſt hearty 5 | 
Gratirode, receive, and treaſure up in our - ' 
8. Hearts, this true Saying, delivered to us from 
| the Holy Spirit of Truth itſelf ; admiring the 
Love 150 neee of Him, 18 DP 3 


e 


. 1 8 1 
2 4 Toe F 
; $3 ** - as « 7 
* 1 4 Tas WATER & 
” . 1 9 {2% 4 
5 : ti z d Ku . N 2 4 
* 1 2 „ 75 7 17 ” 1 2 Ke 
= : n F we 2 
* 2 8 — _— 
* 5 1 "FE. 1 , | 
x pee! 4 "+ * * * - * 
5 3 856 % 8 3 
- 3 7 4 3 5 © 
« 1 4 
4 
* + HATE > 27 — 5 " => 
—— — — 


„ 


; 7 Go 4 fub 3 to become Man for our Sales 3 


who leſt the Boſom of his Father, the Regi- 
ons of Bliſs and Glory, to undergo the Miſe- 


ries of a painful Liſe, and a cruel ignominious 
Death, for the Salvation of us his ſinful Crea- 


tures. Let us ever adore; his Goodneſs, and 
| rejoice with Joy unſpeakable; ſubmitting our- 
- ſelves in all Things to his Will and Pleaſure, 

and ſtudying to ſerve him i in true Holineſs all 


E © the Days of our Liſme. 
. +; The fourth and laſt Gees] 15 kw from 


St. John — If any. Man fin, we have an Ad- 
c wocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt, the Righ- 


beau, and he is the Propitiation for our Sins.” 


1 John ii. 1, 2.—And what Man is there that 
| Hveth and ſinneth not? None ſurely. Both 
Scripture and Experience teach us this ſad 
Truth, that we are all guilty Offenders, But 


though we are ſinful, be is righteous; though 
wie are unworthy, Gop is merciful; though 
we have no Merits of our cun to plead, our 


_ Saviour's we. may plead moſt effectually.— He 
is our Advocate in Heaven, and will plead 
our cauſe for us, and the Succeſs of his 


3 we cannot doubt of. Truſting chere- 


_ fore in his Merits, let us with hearty. Repent- 


dance, and firm Reſolutions of future Obedi- 
egnce, return unto the Lord, and he will have 
Mercy upon us, and to our Gua, for be il 


aAbundani ly pardon. N RN 
Such Refloctions as theſe Fr ai te 
in the Arent of e ont ber comes properly 


| | _. diſpoſed ö 
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30 1 
_ diſpoſe} to receive the holy Qin; and 
Attends devoutly to the Sentences above reci- 
ted; than which none could have been choſerr. 
more fit to fill our Minds with humble Confi- 
_ dence in God's Mercy, with Joyful CO > 
5 and pious Adoration. | _ a 
Ihe Rrieſt now bids us, „ Lik up our + ne 
Sis.” Let us, with the utmoſt Sincerity WM 
make Anſwer, © We lift them up unto the Wi 
Lord.“ He then goes on; Let us gve 
Thanks unto our Lord God.“ Let us Joy= 
fully reply, © It is meet and right ſo to do. 
And now, having our Thoughts fixed on Hea- 
ven, and our Hearts filled with devout Affec- 
tions and Gratitude, let us attend to the Prieſt, 
While he addreſſes Almighty God at his holy _ | 
Table, in that folemn Form of Thankſgiving. . BK 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden u- 
« ty, that we ſhould, at all Times, and in all 
Places, give T hanks -unto thee, .Q Lord, 
e holy Father, Almighty everlaſting God. * BE | 
ö (Here we may ſecretly fay, Amen.) Aften 
| | which, on particular Feſtivals, follows a Pre- 


face ſuitable to the Occaſion, which the Mi- 
niſter is to repeat alone, the People attending. 1 
a And then let us all, both with Heart and Voice, | 
. join in that moſt noble and heavenly Hymn o 
* | Praiſe and Thankſgiving, in which we, that 
[ now dwell on Earth, unite our Praiſes. with 
the Inhabitants of Heaven; and which God Þþ| 
grant we may all ſing together i in thoſe Man- 
5 hong of Joy and Glory, to all Eternity! 14 
. 2 EEE Lhe Therefore. 
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1 ; : « T GG with Angels and A a 
with all the Company of Heaven, we laud 
1 Me and magnify thy glorious Name, evetmore 


e praifing thee, and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, 


* % Lord God. of Hoffs Heaven and Earth 
e are full of thy Glory. Glory be to thee, O 
Lord moſt high.” In this ſubhage 
vue laud or praiſe God, under the Title of Lord 
Cod of Hoſts, (or Armies) which is often given 
bim in holy Scripture, to denote his Sove- 
”  reignty, as Creator and Lord of the Univerſe; 
from whom the innumerable Hoſts of Angels, 
. as well as all other Creatures, derive their Be- 
"FF ng, and on whom they entirely depend. And 
We ppaiſe him under the triple Appellation of 
. Hoh, to ſignify the Holinck and Purity of his 
Nature (for © he only is Holy”) and in Ac- 
1 Enowiedgment of the Myſtery f the Holy Tri- 
\.  %ity, or of three Perſons in one God; revealed 
co us by the Name of Father, Son, adit Holy 
SGhoſt. Into this Faith we have been all bap- 
tied; in the Name of theſe three divine Per- 
ſons we all receive our Bleſſing at the End of 


Hymn, 


our pub!i ic Devotions; and in the Hymn we 


are now conſidering, we praiſe and adore the 
_ ſame ever. bleſſed God, our Creator, our Re- 

'  deemer, and Sanctifier; and in all three In- 
ſtances, (which I beg you to take particular - 


Notice of (we uſe the Words of Scripture it- 


5 felf.. Whoever therefore denies the Doctrine 
ol the Trinity, would do well to conſider that 
ip oy 7 denies the MY of God; * Ele a 
3 1 .-- 
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„ 55 3 5 
uſa renounce his Baptiſm ; 7 forfrits his 


Title to that Bleſſing, which God alone can 
beſtow, and which he has commanded us to 


receive in the Name of the ſatne three 9 rl | 
Perſons in which we are by the ſame Autho- 


fity baptized. Let us all pray to God, that 
he would © keep us ſtedfaſt in this Faith, * 


till we join the Hoſt of Angels and the Church 1 
triumphant, in ſinging Praiſes to the thrice- 1 
Holy in Heaven. But to proceed 1 in the Com- 


munion Service. 


Leſt, after having "RON the Song of An. | 
gels, we ſhould. forget that we are ſinful Men, 


and fancy ourſelves in any Senſe worthy of the 


Bleſſings we are called to partake of; our 
Church has wiſel provided the following ad- 3 
11 Humiliation, wherein we 8 
knowledge our own Unworthineſs, and declare 
3 Truſt in God's Mercy for Accepft- 
The Prieft begins (and let us all, with 
hure and contrite Hearts, devoutly, though 555 
ſilently, join him.) «We do not preſume to 
come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
| truſting in our own Righteouſneſs, but in thy _—_ - 
manifold and great Mercies.”—Alas ! we have 
no Righteouſneſs of our own ; our beſt Deeds 


' mitable Form o 


are of themſelves as filthy Rags: : Ir is thy 


bleſſed Spirit alone that can lead us in the | 
of Holineſs, and the Merits of thy Son 


Way 
that muſt make our imperfect Services well- 


pleaſing in thy Sight. — Merit we can have | 
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_ Phoſtrate ourſelves before thee, relying wholly 
on thy Mercy and Goodneſs, and crying out 
 watfi the Publicap in the Goſpel, Lord be mer- 
= ciful . unto us. Sinners “ We are not worthy 
s fo much as to gather up the Crumbs under 

thy Table.” —So far from being worthy of 


the high Honour, and ineſtimable Privilege, 


of being admitted as Gueſts at thy holy Ta- 
ble, we acknowledge ourſelves unworthy even 
of picking up the Crumbs that fall from it. 
' The Mages of Sin is Death, and we all, as vile 
Sinners, deſerve it. Yet, O gracious Lord, 
chou feedeſt us with the Bread of Life, and 2 
giveſt us to drink of the Cup of Immorta- 
I liry. —* Thou art the ſame Lord, whoſe Pro- 


perty is, always to have Merey.” As thy 


Nature is unchangeable, ſo is thy 0 « 
Before Man had ſinned, thou hadſt provided 
2 Ranſom; and no ſooner did he rebel, than 
thou qidſt declare thy gracious Promiſe of 
Pardon, through Him who was to gruiſe the 
 Serpent's Head. Lo! thou art ſtill the fame: 
the Promiſed Seed is long ſince come; the. 

Lamb is flain ; and we fall down, before thine 
Altar to partake of the bleſſed Sacrifice, pro- 
- vided for our Redemption.“ Grant us there- 
4 fore, gracious Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh. 
4 of thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, and to drink 
. his Blood, that our ſinful Bodies may be 
made clean by his Body, and our Souls 
52 Ne e his moſt na Blood ; 


5 and 


37 "yi 


=. at hs we may. evermore dwell 3 in ü _ 
ee and he in us, Amen.” Receive therefore, ' | 


© Lord, the humble Supplications of thy ung 


-worthy, Servants ; and grant that we, by par= 
taking of this Bread and Wine, may ſo ſpi- 
ty, and through Faith, partake of his 
bleſſed Body and Blood, that we may Oy: | 


be cleanſed from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and! 


Spirit; and that, having his Grace dwelling in- 
our Hearts, we may be happily united with kim 
now, henceforth, and for ever.. 

I have. now, I hope, given you the: full 
Senſe and Meaning of this excellent e 
and ſuggeſted ſuch Thoughts, as I think it. 


muſt naturally raiſe in your Minds, if you at- 


tend to it as you ought. How ſhort,. er 
yet, how complete a Form is it. of true Chriſ- 
tian Humiliation ! How wonderfully contriv- 
ed to ſubdue every proud and preſumptuous 
Thought, to inſpire us with humble Dran, 
and ſo to prepare us for that heavenly Feaſt,, 
which we are going to partake of! 
Next follows the Prayer of Confooraticnis 5 
the Deſign. of which is, to beg God's Bleſſing 
on the Elements of Bread and Wine; that by 
the Operation of his holy Spirit, he would be 


pleaſed to make them, to all faithful Receiv- 


ers, in a ſpiritual Senſe, the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt: that is, in other Words, that they 
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may be a Means of conveying to us the Be- | 


nefits of the Sacrifice of Chriſt upon the Croſs, 1 
winch they are ee to ee fu "HJ 
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et one walls important and 1 
Petition the whole Prayer centers; © that we 
, receiving theſe thy Creatures of Bread and 


„ Wine, according to thy Son, our Saviour 


4 Jeſus Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in Remem- 


1 brance of his Death and Paſſion, may be 

* Partakers of his moſt bleſſed Body and 
© Blood; — That, while we only ſee the Sha- 
duo, we may by Faith receive the Subſtance ; 
and while we only eat and drink the Signs or 


Memorials, we may partake of the Reality 
of thoſe Bleſſings, which they point out to us. 


: And let us not doubt, but earneſtly believe, 
that God will graciouſly hear this our devour 
Supplication; and that the fame divine Pow- 


er,; which in Baptiſm ſanctifies Water to the 


waſhing away of Sin, can, and will, conſe- 


_ crate theſe his Creatures of Bread and Wine, 
to be the Means of imparting to us all ſpiri- 


tual Graces, and other Benefits of Chriſt's 
Death and Paſſion. Here then let us ſecretly. 
fſuay, Amen; and while the Prieſt goes on with 
= on Conſecration in the Words of Seripture, 
let us fix our T houghts on our ble ſſed . 7 
Hur, inſtitutinę this holy Sacrament, juſt be- 
fore he died for us; and lift up our Hearts 


| „ in humble Gratitude and Adoration to him, 


Who was ſlain, and | hath redeemed us to Gd 
"by his moſt precious Blood. Let us, at the 
me Time, though filently, beg of God, that 
he would fend his holy Spirit on the Bread 
* WI ine, a IO for our Uſe hen 5 
| © * 88 


e for an Increaſe of all thoſe Graces that are 


. * 9 55 5 
© when the Min iter has Kniſhed, tt ws 1 | 
and devoutly ſay, Amen. 
The following Prayers, I oil ate the bet | 
chat can be uſed, while the Miniſter and others 
are receiving. The firſt is taken from Wot, 
the other from Gibſon; both once . em 
Prelates of our Church, _ 1 © | | 
Let me adviſe you to ſay che ſoftly, We. 2 | 
3 and deliberately; catefally conidlering wt Þ 
Sentence as you go along. 1 
e That I am invited to the Table, 18 nor [| 
, becauſe I am worthy, but becauſe chou, O [7 
e God, art infinitely good and kind. Piry 
. my Infirmities, which are known to thee, _ 
e and accept of my imperfect Obedience to 
ee this 0 1 acknowledge my is 7 
« worthineſs: 1 place all my Hopes in thy 
c Mercy and Promiſes in Jeſus Chriſt. | | 
_ « ſincerely purpoſe to lead a Chriſtian Life, 
« and to ufe all Diligence to make my Call. 
* ing and Election lure. With theſe Pur 
« poſes I go to thine Altar, truſting in oo 
c Goodneſs for the Pardon of my Defects, and 
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I necellary to make me more worthy to eat of 
e that Bread, and drink of that Cup. - _ 
I behold by Faith my crucified Land 

« dying for me, and as my only Saviour 8 

* Redeemer 1 1 dore and L erg bim. 8 

Lord! increaſe and enliven my Faith; and 

0 

« 


—— — 


grant that through his Merits, who died 


and "re * for me, I may receive the 
. Remiſſion 


N 


* Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit,” 

If the Communion is large, and the Space 
*: Tong before. you go to the Altar, you. may 
* out your Devotions in other Pfayers 


ſuitable to this Solemnity; ; many of which 
ate to be found in ſundry Treatiſes on this 
Subjeck. But I muſt own, I ſee no Neceſſity 


for employing the whole Time in actual Pray- 


er. Let us remember, that God regards the 


Sincerity of the Heart much more than the 
Length of our Petitions. The main Point is, 


to keep our Minds employed in pious and ſuit- 


able Meditations, which a devout Communi- 


cant can never be at a Loſs for. Sorrow for 
our Sins, hearty. Reſolutions of Amendment, 
and earneſt Deſire of God's Grace, and Faith 


in his, Mercy through Chriſt, will afford us 
— ample Matter for this Purpoſe. 


Thus then let us employ. our Thoughts til 
we go to the holy Table; and there let us fix 
them on our bleſſed Redeemer, dying, for our 
Sins. When the Miniſter, as God's Steward, 


draws near you with the conſecrated Bread, 
attend with all poſſible Devotion to the Prayer 


be offers N for you in theſe Words: The 
5 e 


Jowr⸗ Voice, Amen! lifting up your Heart to 


* 3 


* Remiſſion of my Sins, and- the comfortable 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was 
« giyen for thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul 
* « unto everlaſting Life!” Here ſay with a 


God in earneſt Prayer, chat it may be unto 
. . rale to cheſe Words, a Seal ol your 
P 


4 A * | 
8 and a Pledge of your Salvation 
ee Take and eat the Bread, in Remembrance 
« that Chriſt died for thee, and feed on him 
ce in thy Heart, by Faith, with Thankſgiv- 
ee ing.” When the Cup is brought to you, 
keep your Thoughts fixed, as before, on your 
merciful Redeemer, ſhedding, his Blood fol- WY 
you; attend to the Miniſter, as you did when ih 
= brought the, Bread, the Prayer being in 
Effect the ſame, and ſay Amen, after the 
Words © everlaſting Life.” Then take the 
Cup, and drink very moderately of the conſe- 
crated Wine, © in Remembrance that Chriſt's | 
ce Blood was ſhed for thee, and be thankful.” 
5 Then ſay ſecretly, « May the Blood of Chriſt 
* cleanſe me from all Sin !—Bleſling, Honour, 
Glory, Thankſgiving, and Power be unto 
e God, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever! 
ce Amen.” Now retire from the Altar, to 
make Room for others; and when you are re- 
turned to your Pew, kneel down, and offer up 
| ſome ſuch Thankſgiving as the following. 
„ Praile the Lord! 0 my Soul, and all that 
« js within me bleſs his holy Name; Praiſe 
ce the Lord! O my Soul, and forget not all 
ce his Benefits: who forgiveth all thine Ini- 
« quities and healeth all thy Diſeaſes: who ' W| 
c redeemeth thy Life from Deſtruction, and WF 
« crowneth thee with loving Kindneſs, and ji 
c tender Mercies. What ſhall I render unto 
„ thee for all thy undeſerved Goodneſs, and WI 
| 1 for: theſe. SOON Ts of ay, en - mi 


TT 


x. 


et Jon 5 W which I have. recelv d 2 


* thy Holy Table ? Accept, O Lord, the Of. 


c fering of a thankful Heart, and the ſincereſt 


e Deſires and Reſolutions to pleaſe thee. 1 
. have ſworn, and am ftedfaſtly purpoſed, to 
c keep thy righteous. Judgments. 'O hold 


cc thou up my Goings in thy Paths, that my 


FOE cc Footſteps flip not; and grant that by the 


Help of thy Grace I may fo love and obey 
de thee in this Life, that in the World to come 

de ] may have Life everlaſting, through the 
e Merits of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, my 
5 « only Saviour and Redeemer!” _ 


This, or ſome ſuch Act of Devotion, may 
very properly be uſed, provided there is Time 
for it before the Poſt-Communion begins; but 
EE: 7 20 no Means otherwiſe. For let me beg of 
you to remember once for all, that your private 5 
Prayers ſhould never interfere with the Service 
of the Church, which is much more DEE 
and important. 


The Moment therefore the Miniſter begins 
the Lord's Prayer, after all have communica- 
ted, be ſure you lay afide all other Books and 


ET Devotions, and join fervently with him, in 
Heart and Voice, in that truly divine Com- 


poſition ; which 1s here uſed with great Pro- 
Priety, to make our 1 P rayers accept 
Y able. 
᷑ the Prayer next following, we firſt kun 
ly beſeech our heavenly Father 9 


ka.) accept this our Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
5 ey 5 Thankſe Siving. 7 


"© 


1 * hankfeiving! „ A very proper amd. ne- 
ceſſary Petition for us ſinful Creatures, Who) Tj 
conſcious of our Unworthineſs, and of the Im- 
perfection of our beſt Services, muſt truſt TY} 
Wolly to the all-ſufficient Sacrifice of Chriſt | 
upon the Croſs to render this Sacrifice of ours 
acceptable at the Throne of Grace. . 
WWWe then proceed to enlarge our Supplica- 
tions for the whole Chriſtian Church; that we, 
and all other Members of the fame may, by 
c the Merits and Death of Chriſt, and through 
<© Faith in his Blood, obtain Remiſſion of our 
. Sins, and all other Benefits of his Paſſion.” - 
This is expreſſed with great Accuracy and 
Exactneſs; to ſhew that our Pardon and Sal- 
vation are intirely owing to his Merits and 
_ Death, as the only Cauſe thereof, and that Faith 
is the Inſtrument whereby we apply thoſe 
- Bleflings to ourſelves : For neither our Faith - 
nor good Works have any Merit, nor can give 
us any Claim to Pardon, though they are in- 
deed indiſpenſably ORE; as e of 
our obtaining it. 5 
In the next Place, we go en to a very ma- 
aria Part of our Chriſtian Sacrifice, wherein 
* We offer up ourſelves, our Souls, and Bo- 
« dies to Almighty God, as a reaſonable, holy, 
« and lively Sacrifice unto him.” The Mean- 
ing of which is, that we devote and dedicate 
ourſelves intirely to his Service; promiſing 
(as the Scripture expreſſes it) that we, who 
at d 5 will 1 the vm! with the . I 
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| fellims and Luſts that we will mortify 0 ons 


Members which are upon the Earth; that is, 
ſubdue all our irregular Appetites, and for- 


g ſake all Sin and Wickedneſs ; ; living from 
_ henceforth as becomes the Redecmed Gf the 
5 Lord. 


This is that living and bel e che 


Apoſtle ſpeaks of, (Rom. xii. 1.) without 


Which all other Sacrifices will avail us No- 


| thing. And that we may offer it effectually, 
and be enabled to keep the ſolemn Vows of 
Obedience we now make to God, we go on 


to pray, © that all we, who are Partakers of 


2 this Holy Communion, may be fulfilled with 
e his Grace and heavenly Benediction;“ with- 


out which. all our beſt Endeavours would be 


vain, and our moſt ſolemn Reſolutions inef- 
fectual.— The Prayer concludes with a hum- | 
ble Acknowledgement of our Unworthineſs, 
to offer unto God any Sacrifice, and an earneſt 
Requeſt that he will be pleaſed, nevertheleſs, 
to accept this our bounden Duty and Ser- 
c vice, not weighing our Merits, but pardon- 
“ ing our Offences, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
. Lord;” by whom, as our Mediator, we 
. - aſeribe all Honour and Glory to the Father 
„ Almighty, in Unity with the Son and oy 


'« Ghoſt, World without End.” 
The. other Prayer, which is very Kidd 
3 conſiſts. of a Thankſgiving to Almighty 


God for the Privileges and Benefits we have 
"been 9 2 Partakers of at bu holy T able i 


. * * 
1 We 


* 


, 3 
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* 1 
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'C * 9 1175 
and a Petition for his Grace, © that we. may 
« continue in that holy Fellowſhip, and do 
all ſuch good Works as he has prepared fon 
© us to walk in.“ From both Prayers we 
may learn this important Leſſon, which ſhould 
never be out of our Minds; that the Benefit 
of our communicating to ourſelves, as well as 
its Acceptance with God, depends entirely on 
our future Obedience in a Life of Virtue and 
Holineſs. For this End, we beg the gracious 
Affiſtance of his good Spirit; which will never 
be wanting to thoſe who ſincerely pray for it, 
and uſe the appointed Means to obtain it. 
But though without chis we can do Nothing, 
yet, in order to grow in Grace, we muſt join 
our own hearty Endeavours to the divine 
Power within us; conſtantly ſtriving to avoid 
every Sin, and to improve in the Practice of 
every Virtue. It is true, that we can never 
arrive at Perſection in all, or in any Part of - 
our Duty in this ſmall State; but we muſt be 
always aiming at it; and, if 1 it be not our 
own Fault, we may, by God's Help, make 
a great Progreſs towards it. However, let 
us not be diſcouraged, if we do not find ſo - 
quick and ſudden a Change in Our Minds, or 
| o thorough a Reformation in our Lives, as 
we could wiſh, immediately after receiving 
the Sacrament. Let us only be ſincere and 
hearty in our Application to God for his 
I Grace, and go on in a regular and uniform 
I Courſe of Obedience to his Al, to the Ut 
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—_ Son to die for us, made. Peace on Earth, P 
1 nf and ſhewn his « Good-will towards Men.“ 


4 


Z 8 FIPA PIR Power, and we need not fear Gs | 


Event. He is faithful Ythat' bath promiſed, and 


| will never leave or forſate thoſe who put their 


Truſt in his Mercy. 
In purſuance of the Near 
8 who, after he had finiſhed his laſt 


le of our bleſſed 


Supper with his Diſciples, ſung an Hymn, the 


Church now directs us to join in that admira- 
* ble one at the End of the Communion- Ser- 


vice, wherein we ſing Praiſes to God and to 


the Lamb, in the moſt ſublime Strains of 
ES nt and Adoration, It begins with the 


very Words the Angels uſed, when they firſt 
btought the glad Tidings of our Redemption, 


at our Saviour's Birch; prajing 
ing, Glory to God on the hive 


God, and fay- 


FED ke diä thoſe e d "Spirits celebtatt the 
5 ine Mercies, which Man was to receive: 


and farely we can never more properly join 


the heavenly Hoſt in this Hymn of Adoration, 


chan when we have been entertained with that 


| heavenly Food at the Lord's Table. What 
they far and celebrated before-hand is 'now 
sccommpliſhed; fo that we may with a pecu- 
liar Propriety ſing Praiſe and Glory to God 
eſt,” who has; by ſending his 


We then ptoceed-to praiſe and thank Nie 


| $ 1 in a e of Waren admirably een oy | 


—- 5 and on Earth, 
= . Out Good WW il Waris " Men. Like i, 13. 


te 
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to excite, and 1 bur mate Gratirlez 180 


and moſt devot Adoration. 


In the next Place, we addreſs ur to FX 
the bleſſed Jeſus; invoking him as our Re- 
deemer, our Mediator, and Advocate; car- 
neſtly imploring his Mercy, and begging him 
to receive our Prayers: : © For thou only art 


« holy” — in and from thyſelf Thou art the 
Fountain of Holineſs, whence it muſt be de- 


rived to all created Beings.—* Thou only art 

& the Lord“ Thou art by. Nature, as well 
as Office, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.— 
Thou only, O Chrift, with the Holy Ghoſt, 


cart moſt Ban. in the Glory of God the Fa- 


_ They; 


CCC Hhanhpatell 
s from Scripture) with an 


chiefly of Paſlages 
Acknow! 


edgement of the Glory of the eternal 


Trinity; to whom be aſcribed all Honour, . 


Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, * 
the Church. throughout all Ages. Amen! 


Immediately after this Hymn, is commonly 


uſed one of thoſe fix Collects, which are placed 


in our Prayer-Book after the Bleſſing. They 


are all very excellent in their K ind, and ex- 
. tremely proper to conclude our Devotions 
with ; and are withal fo plain and intelligible, |} | 
as to need no Explanation, I ſhall entered — i 


proceed. to the. Ane, which 
whole Service. 


It has been che conſtant Cuſtom in 21 41 5 
gious . boch 1 and ſince the 
R hs Pept. : 
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eg f Chriſt; for the Con nbgation'? to be 


5 diff by a ſolemn Bleſſing from the Prieſt. 
Under the Law there was one appointed by 


Sod himſelf, to be uſed after the daily Sacri- 
*  _ fice; which was much the ſame in Subſtance, 
J though i in different Words, with what we uſe 
under the Goſpel, after this our Sacrifice of 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving. In regard to the 


* Delivery of the Bleſſing, as I obſerved to you 
Vith reſpect to the Abſolution, the Prieſt acts 
| as the Miniſter of God; pronouncing it in his 
Name, and by his Authority, We are not, 
therefore, to think ſlightly of it, becauſe it is 
urttered by a frail Mortal like ourſelves; but 
to receive it with all poſſible Reverence and 


5 Thankfulneſs, as coming from God himſelf, 
the Author and Giver of all good Things, who 


can diſpenſe them to us in what Manner, and 
by what Inſtruments, he thinks fit. After the 
HBleſſing under the Law, Numb. vi. 24. it is 


added by God, I will bleſs them — that is, I will 


Confirm and make good this Bleſſing, delivered 
by my Servant the Prieſt, unto all ſuch as 


Mall faithfully and worthily receive it. And 
there can be no Doubt of God's doing the 


ſame to us Chriſtians, when, with ſincere 


Faith, and humble Gratitude, we receive his 


haeavenly Benediction from the Mouth of his 
Miniſter under the Goſpel. The Bleſſing now 
before us contains, as it were, the Sum and 

_ _ . Subſtance of all our former Petitions: the full 
1 _ af ie I he to be this— May the 
1 5 5 2h, ot. e 


4. > 4 25 


Ws Brace of God, or the Senſe and 8 17 95 
© of the divine Favour and Goodneſs (the 
cc Comfort whereof ſurpaſſes all Underſtand= 

ing and Comprehenſion) keep your Hearts 

« and Minds ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in the 

true ſaving Knowledge, and fincere Love, 
« of God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord! And may the Bleſſing of God Al- 
cc mighty, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
e (the Fountain of all Goodneſs) be now, and 
« remain with you, and preſerve you, both in 

% Body and Soul, to all Eternity! 1 And let 
all the People fay, Amen! -::: 
ou will now. do well to put up ſome ſuch 

| mort Petition as the following; which may be 

uſed at all Times, after the Service of the 
Church is finiſned. © May this Bleſſing re- 
« main with me, and with all here preſent! || 

« And grant, O merciful Lord, that what 1 i. | 
«© have faithfully aſked according to thy Will, | 

4 I may effectually obtain, through the Me- 
< rits of thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord.” 
The following Prayer, moſtly taken from | 
Biſhop Gibſon, is very proper to be uſed at Þ| 
Home, at any Time of the Day that beſt ſuits 1 

| Von afcer you have communicated,  - = 

| % Moſt gracious and merciful God, is 

P « of thy great Goodneſs halt fpared and pre- 

( ſerved me to this Day, I give thee humble 

-« and hearty Thanks for the Opportunity 1 

« have enjoyed of: coming to thy holy Table, 

5 and receiving the moſt eee e 2 
8 | 5 1 


„ * 
g 
„ 
- 


1 


0 © of * Pho: and Peder, Ler hot 7 


t pentance, encourage me to go on ſecurel 
1 in the Neglect of my Duty; but let the 


Remembrance of thy Goodneſs, and of the 
* Vows and Reſolutions I have made in ay 


<« Preſence, oblige me perpetually to watc 


over my Ways, and do that which | is well 
| pleaſing in thy Sight. My Heart is cor- 


"RO and decenful above all Things: ſanc- 
tify it, I beſeech thee, by thy Holy Spirit, 
6a eſtabliſn it for ever in the Paths of 


„ Truth and Righteouſneſs, Let not the 
* nes and Pleaſures of this World make me 


E forget the Things of the next; nor do thou 
. ever for falke me in the Hour of Tempta- 
„ tion; but be always my Support and 


1 Strength-1 in my ſpiritual Welfare againſt the 


„ World, the Fleſh, and. the Devil. Keep 


| © me, O Lord, from all preſumptuous Sins, 
| © leſt they get the Dominion over me; and 
more elpecially from choſe which do moſt | 
c eeaſihy beſet me,” (here reflect on the Sins 
you are moſt ſubject to, and beg God's ſpe- 
Fo cial Grace to guard you againſt them). Theſe 
„ Sins, and whatſoever elſe i is contrary to thy 
11 Holy Laws, I will heartily endeavour to 
& «ſhun and avoid: And I implore the con- 
A ſtant Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, to ſub- 
n Corruptiens, and reſtrain all inor- 
© dinate Deſires; to make me delight in thy 
1 6 Ae and to "" Ih all Chriſtiag 


60 Graces 


bas Mercy hitherto, in giving me Space for Re- 


e 


cc . cy 8 that 0 3 "PIP 


<<. againſt Sin, and growing in Grace, I may. _ 


« live and die in thy Favour and Obedience, 


and be at length received into thy eternal 


c and glorious Kingdom, through the Merits 


« and Mediation of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, my 


« bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen.” 


In ſome ſuch Devotions as theſe, and „ 


Wa mou Books at home, we ſhall cer- 
tainly employ our Time very uſefully and pro- 


perly, after having received the 255 5 Sacra - 
ment. Bat this” 


aforementioned excellent Prelate) ce 1s Only con- 


« wenient, not neceſſary ; nor is it required of 1 
any other Degree, than as their 


c Perſons in 


(to uſe the Words of the 


« Condition in the World, and their Circum- 


C ſtances at that particular Time, will allow. 
« In all ſuch Caſes, if Servants and others, 
| «. who have not the Command of their on 

e Time, cannot employ as much of it in theſe 


« Exerciſes as they wilh and deſire, they max 


« reſt aſſured, that God approves and accepts 


« their willing Mind; provided they go on in 
« a ſincere Reſolution to avoid and forſake 
BA Sin, and live in the Fear of God, and b:. 


ce have themſelves with Conſcience and Ho- 
ce neſty, in the ſeveral Stations Fhuch his Pro- 
cc vidence Ras: Ma them.” 1 1 7 
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A ale bn of Twenty-five Snoxr Discobrszs 


written for a particular Pariſh, and which are now 
ee for general Utle. 4; | 


BA! A LAYMAN,” 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


| IHE Author hopes, hie fall not be 1 11. 
| rrad on the clerical office, by the follveving publication. His 
vie was, to furniſh the Children of the Sunday-ſchool, in the 
_ pariſh where he he rendes, Tith a fem plain practical leſſons, 
fer them to read over in a winter's evening; but, by no 
means, to divert their attention from the better inſtructions they 
receive from the fulpit. And, though: this work was de- 
Aged principally for one pariſi, he flatters him = 4 that, if ap- 
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